Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine
Oles Honchar Dnipro National University
Ihor ISHCHENKO, Ivan HOLOVKO,
Mariia REXHA, Pavlo PETROV
HANDBOOK FOR STUDYING THE COURSE
«THEORY OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS»
Dnipro
2021
УДК 002.8
Reviewers: Doctor of Political Science, professor Tretyak O.

 Doctor of Political Science, professor Pobochyy I.
І-98    Ihor Ishchenko, Ivan Holovko, Mariia Rexha, Pavlo Petrov. Handbook for studying the course «THEORY OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS» D.: DNU, 2021, 60 p.


The program of the course, plans of seminars, topics of abstracts and reports, tasks for independent processing by students of lecture material and preparation for work in an audience are placed. Each topic is accompanied by a list of recommended reading.
For students of DNU who study in the specialty 291 "International Relations, Public Communications and Regional Studies."
Ihor Ishchenko, Ivan Holovko,
Mariia Rexha, Pavlo Petrov 2021

INTRODUCTION
The objectivity of studying social and political sciences has always been questioned on the ground that personal values may interfere. In the same vein, it is a challenge to understand and explain international relations, owing to different world views and approaches. This is mainly because there are many ways of studying international relations. First of all, it requires an interdisciplinary and multilevel analysis to explain international phenomena, which may embody conflict, cooperation or both. IR field began to be recognized as a separate discipline during the period between two world wars and since then debates have continued on “what to study” and “how to study”.
The realist-idealist debate of 1950s and the methodological debate of 1960s are just two examples that have evolved in the discipline. A realist description of international relations is based on competition among states as major actors to pursue their interests, whereas a liberal description concentrates more on harmonious relations of pluralist actors. Theories have also grown out of the need to seek regularities and reflect the quest for a grand theory to explain all observed phenomena, which has truly been an overarching and ambitious attempt. Theories of IR borrow assumptions of each

other so to say, and provide feedback for their reconstruction, through the critiques they

make against each other. 

We have set ourselves the task of understanding the essence of these and other theories. In addition, the second part of the handbook focuses on the practical problems of modern international relations from the standpoint of existing theories.
COURSE PROGRAM
Section 1. Classical and modern theories of international relations
Topic 1. Theory of international relations as a discipline
Traditionally there have been two central theories of IR: liberalism and realism. Although they have come under great challenge from other theories, they remain central to the discipline. Further, liberals have faith in the idea that the permanent cessation of war is an attainable goal. Realism gained momentum during the Second World War, when it appeared to offer a convincing account for how and why the most widespread and deadly war in known history followed a period of supposed peace and optimism. Although it originated in named form in the twentieth century, many realists look back much further. For realists, we live in a system of ‘international anarchy’. That is why war seems more common than peace to realists; indeed, they see it as inevitable. The thinking of the English school is often viewed as a middle ground between liberal and realist theories. Its theory involves the idea of a society of states existing at the international level. Constructivism is another theory commonly viewed as a middle ground, but this time between mainstream theories and the critical theories. Unlike scholars from other perspectives, constructivists highlight the importance of values and of shared interests between individuals who interact on the global stage. Critical approaches refer to a wide spectrum of theories that have been established in response to mainstream approaches in the field, mainly liberalism and realism. Another theory that exposes the inequality inherent in international relations is feminism. Feminism entered the field in the 1980s as part of the emerging critical movement. Perhaps the most controversial of the critical theories is poststructuralism. This is an approach that questions the very beliefs we have all come to know and feel as ‘real’. Indeed, beyond the theories explored above are many other theories and perspectives.
Seminar plan
1. Object, subject, purpose and objectives of the course

2. What is the significance of the theory of international relations?

3. Central theories of international relations and their features.

4. Causal links between the main theories of international relations.

Topics of essays and reports
1. Central theories of international relations and their essence.

2. Liberalism as a theoretical basis of international relations.

3. Neoliberal institutionalism in international relations.

Tasks for individual work
1. The structure of scientific revolutions (book by T. Kuhn)/
2. Rules for using online resources on the theory of international relations and checking their relevance.

List of recommended literature for the topic
Theories of International Relations,https://www.e-ir.info/publication/international-relations-theory/
Key Theories of International Relations,https://online.norwich.edu/academic-programs/resources/key-theories-of-international-relations
International Relations Theory, https://www.researchgate.net/publication/332182661_THEORIES_OF_INTERNATIONAL_RELATIONS_I-
The Theories and Principles of International Relations,https://www.internationalrelationsedu.org/what-is-international-relations/
James D. Fearon. Domestic Politics, Foreign Policy, and Theories of International Relations, https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/10.1146/annurev.polisci.1.1.289
Online Resources, https://www.e-ir.info/online-resources/
Topic 2. Liberalism as a theoretical basis of international relations

The basics of Liberalism. Liberalism in International Relations. Liberal world order. Neoliberal institutionalism. Word “liberalism” and all its forms or similar terms like "liberal", "liberty" originate from Latin "liber" which is "free". One of the first recorded instances of the word "liberal" occurs in 1375. It was used to describe the liberal arts in the context of an education. By the middle of 19th century liberal was used as a political term for parties and movements worldwide. Liberalism is a political philosophy or worldview based and founded on ideas of liberty and equality. Liberals opposed traditional conservatism and sought to replace absolutism in government with representative democracy and the rule of law. Liberalism is based on the moral argument that ensuring the right of an individual person to life, liberty and property is the highest goal of government. Consequently, liberals emphasise the wellbeing of the individual as the fundamental building block of a just political system. A political system characterised by unchecked power, such as a monarchy or a dictatorship, cannot protect the life and liberty of its citizens. During the Age of Enlightenment liberalism became popular among philosophers and economists in the Western world which is when it first became a distinct political movement. Liberalism rejected the notions, common at the time, of hereditary privilege, state religion, absolute monarchy, and the Divine Right of Kings.
Seminar plan
1. General characteristics of liberalism.

2. The founding intellectuals of liberalism.

3. The emergence and growth of liberalism in the political systems of the world.

4. Modern liberalism and its impact on international relations.

Topics of essays and reports
1. Liberalism as a theory of modern international relations.

2. Development Of Classical Liberalism, Its Critique By Modern Liberalism.
3. Definition of the Liberalism Ideology.
Tasks for individual work
1. Current trends in the theory of liberalism and their significance for international relations.
2. Liberalism and the nature of the international system.

3. Requirements of Neo-liberalism. 

List of recommended literature for the topic
Gold D., McGlinchey S. (2017). International Relations Theory, E- International Relations Theory, https://www.e-ir.info/2017/01/09/international-relations-theory/

Jeffrey W. Meiser. (2018). Introducing Liberalism in International Relations Theory, E- International Relations Theory,https://www.e-ir.info/2018/02/18/introducing-liberalism-in-international-relations-theory/
David L. Roussenau and Thomas C. Walker. (2012). Liberalism,https://www.gvsu.edu/cms4/asset/54A33349-DDB5-9122-52D039391EF8BB6C/rousseau_walker_liberalism_10.pdf
Moravcsik A. (2013) .The New Liberalism, The Oxford Handbook of Political Science Edited by Robert E. Goodin,https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199604456.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199604456-e-033
Liberalism in International Relations. (2011). International Encyclopedia of Political Science, Ed. Bertrand Badie et al.,http://www.stefanorecchia.net/1/137/resources/publication_1040_1.pdf
Topic 3. Realism in the theory of international relations
In the discipline of International Relations (IR), realism is a school of thought that emphasises the competitive and conflictual side of international relations. Realism’s roots are often said to be found in some of humankind’s earliest historical writings, particularly Thucydides’ history of the Peloponnesian War. Thucydides, writing over two thousand years ago, was not a ‘realist’ because IR theory did not exist in named form until the twentieth century. However, when looking back from a contemporary vantage point, theorists detected many similarities in the thought patterns and behaviours of the ancient world and the modern world. They then drew on his writings, and that of others, to lend weight to the idea that there was a timeless theory spanning all recorded human history. That theory was named ‘realism’. The first assumption of realism is that the nation-state (usually abbreviated to ‘state’) is the principle actor in international relations. Other bodies exist, such as individuals and organisations, but their power is limited. Second, the state   is a unitary actor. National interests, especially in times of war, lead the state to speak and act with one voice. Third, decision-makers are rational actors in the sense that rational decision-making leads to the pursuit of the national interest. Here, taking actions that would make your state weak or vulnerable would not be rational. Realism suggests that all leaders, no matter what their political persuasion, recognise this as they attempt to manage their state’s affairs in order to survive in a competitive environment. Finally, states live in a context of anarchy – that is, in the absence of anyone being in charge internationally.
Seminar plan
1. The main ideas of classical realism.

2. The essence and main features of structural realism.

3. Morality and foreign policy in the spirit of realism.

Topics of essays and reports
1. Concepts of International Relations Theories: Realism and Liberalism/
2. “It is Liberalism, not Realism that offers a more realistic understanding of contemporary international relations”.
3. Psychic Realism, Mythic Realism, Grotesque Realism.
Tasks for individual work
1. International system in the understanding of K. Voltz.
2. Differences between classical realism and neorealism for the explantation of international relations.
3. Authenticating Realism and the Realism of Chaucer.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Antunes S., Camisão I. (2018). Introducing Realism in International Relations Theory, E-International Relations,https://www.e-ir.info/2018/02/27/introducing-realism-in-international-relations-theory/
Authenticating Realism and the Realism of Chaucer(1970). Published by Harvard University Press, https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.4159/harvard.9780674733046.c12/pdf
Burchill S., Linklater A., Devetak, R., Donnelly J, Paterson M., Reus-Smith C., True J. (2005). Theories of International Relations, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 321 p.

Steven E. Lobell. (2017) .Structural Realism / Offensive and Defensive Realism. International Studies,https://oxfordre.com/internationalstudies/search?btog=chap&f_0=keyword&q_0=realism
Mendenhall E., Tutunji T. (2018). Teaching Critical Understandings of Realism through Historical War Simulations, Cambridge University Press,https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/ps-political-science-and-politics/article/teaching-critical-understandings-of-realism-through-historical-war-simulations/B213134DFA3B98D97CFB1931E77620F1
Political Realism in International Relations. (2010). Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy,https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/realism-intl-relations/
Topic 4. English School of Theory of International Relations 


The English school provides the basis for the study of international and world history in terms of the social structures of international orders. Unlike many theories that claim a certain sector of the subject of International Relations, the English school provides a holistic approach to the subject, attempting to see the world as a whole. English school theory is built around establishing distinctions between three key concepts: international system, international society and world society. By doing so it opens up a new space in IR theory and offers a middle ground between the opposing theories of realism and liberalism. The English school is built around three key concepts: international system, international society and world society. Hedley Bull defined the international system as being formed ‘when two or more states have sufficient contact between them, and have sufficient impact on one another’s decisions to cause them to behave as parts of a whole.’ According to this definition, the international system is mainly about power politics among states whose actions are conditioned by the structure of international anarchy. An international society exists when a group of like-minded states ‘conceive themselves to be bound by a common set of rules in their relations with one another, and share in the working of common institutions’ (Bull 1977, 13). In other words, international society is about the creation and maintenance of shared norms, rules and institutions. Finally, world society is more fundamental than international society because ‘the ultimate units of the great society of all mankind are not states … but individual human beings’ (Bull 1977, 21). Thus, world society transcends the state system and takes individuals, non-state actors and ultimately the global population as the focus of global societal identities and arrangements. It is important to note here that in the English school the term ‘institution’ is different to the term ‘organisation’.
Seminar plan
1. Features of the three basic concepts of the English school: the international system, the international community and the world community.

2. Types of international society.

3. Elements of the system and world society.

4. The English school and its critics.

Topics of essays and reports
1. The UK and the UN relations.

2. The English School of International Relations: Theory Review.
3. The contribution of the English School of International Relations to the development of theory.
Tasks for individual work
1. World society and methods of the English school.

2. Retrospective of the English School of International Relations.
3. China and America - in conflict or cooperation?

List of recommended literature for the topic
StudyCorgi. (2020, May 27). The English School of International Relations: Theory Review. Retrieved from https://studycorgi.com/the-english-school-of-international-relations-theory-review/
Stivachtis Y. (2018). Introducing the English School in International Relations Theory. E-International Relations,https://www.e-ir.info/2018/02/23/introducing-the-english-school-in-international-relations-theory/
System, Society & the World: Exploring the English School of International Relations. (2013). Edited by: Robert W. Murray. University of Alberta, Canada. https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/181081/Exploring-the-English-School-e-International-Relations.pdf

Dunne T. (2013). The English School. The Oxford Handbook of Political Science,https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199604456.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199604456-e-034
Buzan B. (2001). The English School: an underexploited resource in IR,https://library.fes.de/libalt/journals/swetsfulltext/11357358.pdf
Buzan B., Lawson G. (2018). The English School: history and primary institutions as empirical IR theory? LSE Research online,http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/90183/1/Lawson%20English%20School_2018.pdf
Topic 5. Marxism and its directions in international relations
Marxism is both a critical approach that wants to always question the mainstream policy-driven approaches to IR theory and a classical approach via the philosophical and sociological tradition of its namesake, the philosopher Karl Marx (1818–1883). In fact, Marxism is the only theoretical perspective in IR that is named after a person. Of the range of great thinkers available to us, Marx may not automatically qualify as being the most ‘internationalist’. In fact, most of Marx’s (and his sometimes co-author Friedrich Engels’) work was not primarily concerned with the formation of states or even the interactions between them. What connected their interests to IR was the industrial revolution, as this event was ultimately what Marx was witnessing and trying to understand. He, with Engels, developed a revolutionary approach and outlined a set of concepts that transcended national differences while also providing practical advice on how to build a transnational movement of people. Workers from factories across the world – the proletariat – were to organise themselves into a politically revolutionary movement to counter the exploitative and unequal effects of capitalism, which were accelerated and expanded by the industrial revolution. This vision of a potential link between the bulk of humanity as a global proletariat is where, and how, Marxism enters IR from a different vantage point to other theories.
Seminar plan
1. How is Marxism related to international relations?
2. Marxism and international law
3. Immanuel Wallerstein's theory of world systems.
Topics of essays and reports
1. The essence of the Neogramsian direction of Marxism.
2. How do Marxists view borders between states?

3. How do classical theories of imperialism explain the causes of world wars?
Tasks for individual work
1. Differences between different directions of Marxism in modern conditions.
2. Analyze the literature and answer the question: why did Marxism view the borders between states negatively?.

3. How do the material living conditions of people affect international relations?
List of recommended literature for the topic
Chimni B.S. (1999). Marxism and International Law: A Contemporary Analysis, ‘Economic and Political Weekly’ Vol. 34, No. 6 (Feb. 6-12), pp. 337-349, https://www.jstor.org/stable/4407628

Jessica Hubbard. (2020). Can Marxism in International Relations Offer Solutions to the Eco-Crisis? https://www.e-ir.info/2020/05/16/can-marxism-in-international-relations-offer-solutions-to-the-eco-crisis/
John Maclean. (1988).Marxism and International Relations: A Strange Case of Mutual NeglectMarxism and International Relations: A Strange Case of Mutual NeglectMarxism and International Relations: A Strange Case of Mutual Neglect, Millennium: Journal of International Studies. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/03058298880170021201
Andrew Davenport. (2011). Marxism in IR: Condemned to a Realist fate? European Journal of International Relations, 19(1) 27–48. https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1354066111416021
Regina Buecker. (2003). Karl Marx's Conception of International Relations, Theories and M. et hods of I uternational Studies, https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/229854355.pdf
Marxism as an IR theory. video, https://www.coursera.org/lecture/international-relations-theory/marxism-as-an-ir-theory-RIq2M
Topic 6. Critical theory in international relations
Critical theory incorporates a wide range of approaches all focused on the idea of freeing people from the modern state and economic system – a concept known to critical theorists as emancipation. The idea originates from the work of authors such as Immanuel Kant and Karl Marx who, in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, advanced different revolutionary ideas of how the world could be reordered and transformed. Both Kant and Marx held a strong attachment to the Enlightenment theme of universalism – the view that there are social and political principles that are apparent to all people, everywhere. In the modern era, both authors became foundational figures for theorists seeking to replace the modern state system by promoting more just global political arrangements such as a federation of free states living in perpetual peace (Kant) or communism as a global social and economic system to replace the unequal capitalist order (Marx). Critical theory sets out to critique repressive social practices and institutions in today’s world and advance emancipation by supporting ideas and practices that meet the universalist principles of justice. This kind of critique has a transformative dimension in the sense that it aims at changing national societies, international relations and the emerging global society, starting from alternative ideas and practices lingering in the background of the historical process.
Seminar plan
1. Ideological principles of critical theories of international relations.

2. Conflict and violence in critical theories.

3. Critical theories of fundamental changes in international relations.

Topics of essays and reports
1. Critical theories and positivism.
2. Critical theory and post- Marxism.
3. Importance of critical theory.
Tasks for individual work
1. The structure of critical theory on its explantation of international relations.
2. Formulate an answer to the question: How important are Habermas' ideas for the theory of international relations?
3. Ideological principles of critical theories of international relations.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Theories about International Relations. Essay. (2019). 'IvyPanda', May 7th, https://ivypanda.com/essays/theories-about-international-relations/
Marcos FariasFerreira. (2018). Introducing Critical Theory in International Relations,https://www.e-ir.info/2018/02/18/introducing-critical-theory-in-international-relations/
Critical Theory in International Relations (2020).https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITgbzaoD-gQ
Critical Theory in International Relations (2020).https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-996BvsNygs
Steven C. Roach. (2019). Critical Theory of International Relations. Oxford Bibliographies,https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780199743292/obo-9780199743292-0095.xml
FarukYalvaç (2017). Critical Theory: International Relations' Engagement With the Frankfurt School and Marxism,https://oxfordre.com/internationalstudies/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-109
Critical Theories and Change in International Relations, The Oxford Handbook of Peaceful Change in International Relations, Edited by TV Paul, Deborah Welch Larson, Harold A. Trinkunas, Anders Wivel, and Ralf Emmers, https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com /view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190097356.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780190097356-e-14?rskey=6o5GKB&result=4

Topic 7. The concept of constructivism in the theory 
of international relations
Constructivism’s arrival in IR is often associated with the end of the Cold War, an event that the traditional theories such as realism and liberalism failed to account for. This failure can be linked to some of their core tenets, such as the conviction that states are self-interested actors who compete for power and the unequal power distribution among states which defines the balance of power between them. By having a dominant focus on the state, traditional theories have not opened much space to observe the agency of individuals. After all, it was the actions of ordinary people that ensured the end of the Cold War, not those of states or international organisations. Constructivism accounts for this issue by arguing that the social world is of our making (Onuf 1989). Actors (usually powerful ones, like leaders and influential citizens) continually shape – and sometimes reshape – the very nature of international relations through their actions and interactions. Constructivism sees the world, and what we can know about the world, as socially constructed. Сonstructivists go beyond the material reality by including the effect of ideas and beliefs on world politics. Constructivists argue that agency and structure are mutually constituted, which implies that structures influence agency and that agency influences structures. Agency can be understood as the ability of someone to act, whereas structure refers to the international system that consists of material and ideational elements. This stance differs considerably from that of realists, who argue that the anarchic structure of the international system determines the behaviour of states. Another central issue to constructivism is identities and interests. Constructivists argue that states can have multiple identities that are socially constructed through interaction with other actors. It should be noted, though, that the actions of a state should be aligned with its identity. A state can thus not act contrary to its identity because this will call into question the validity of the identity, including its preferences. Social norms are also central to constructivism. These are generally defined as ‘a standard of appropriate behaviour for actors with a given identity’. A norm only becomes an expected behaviour when a critical mass of relevant state actors adopt it and internalise it in their own practices. The discipline of International Relations benefits from constructivism as it addresses issues and concepts that are neglected by mainstream theories – especially realism. Doing so, constructivists offer alternative explanations and insights for events occurring in the social world.

Seminar plan
1. The relevance of the theory of constructivism for modern international relations.

2. Diffusion of liberal values in Eastern societies from the standpoint of constructivism.

3. Identity, interests, values and norms in the theory of constructivism.

Topics of essays and reports
1. Explain the behavior of a state from the standpoint of constructivism.

2. Social norms in constructivism.

3. Prerequisites for the emergence of constructivism and its development.
Tasks for individual work
1. Find out the differences between the theory of constructivism from realism and liberalism.
2. Describe a few examples of the perception of states as enemies of friends and vice versa, using the theory of constructivism.

3. Answer, what is an intersubjective structure in constructivism?
List of recommended literature for the topic
Renteln, AD (2013). International Human Rights: Universalism Versus Relativism. Quid Pro, LLC.

Christie, K., & Roy, D. (2001). The Politics of Human Rights in East Asia. London: Pluto Press; Virginia: Sterling, 307p.

Ogden Chris. (2017). Perception and Evolution in the Making of China and India as Great Powers. Retrived November 9, 2021 from https://www.e-ir.info/2017/05/25/perception-and-evolution-in-the-making-of-china-and-india-as-great-powers/ .

Wendt, A. (1999). Social Theory of International Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999.

Theys S. (2018). Constructivism, “E-International Relations”, February 23, 2018. Retrived November 9, 2021 fromhttps://www.e-ir.info/2018/02/23/introducing-constructivism-in-international-relations-theory/
Topic 8. The theory of feminism in international relations 

From the outset, feminist theory has challenged women’s near complete absence from traditional IR theory and practice. This absence is visible both in women’s marginalisation from decision-making and in the assumption that the reality of women’s day-to-day lives is not impacted by or important to international relations. Beyond this, feminist contributions to IR can also be understood through their deconstruction of gender – both as socially constructed identities and as a powerful organising logic. This means recognising and then challenging assumptions about masculine and feminine gender roles that dictate what both women and men should or can do in global politics and what counts as important in considerations of international relations. These assumptions in turn shape the process of global politics and the impacts these have on men and women’s lives. Rather than suggest that traditional IR was gender-neutral – that is, that gender and IR were two separate spheres that did not impact on each other – feminist theory has shown that traditional IR is in fact gender-blind. Feminist scholarship therefore takes both women and gender seriously – and in doing so it challenges IR’s foundational concepts and assumptions.

In making women visible, feminism has also highlighted women’s absence from decision-making and institutional structures. For example, in 2015 the World Bank estimated that globally women made up just 22.9% of national parliaments. Feminism has exposed gender violence and women’s marginalisation in global politics. 
Therefore, taking feminism seriously is not simply about upending the historical marginalisation of women, it also provides a more complete picture of global politics by taking into account a broader range of actors and actions.
Seminar plan 

1. The origins of feminism as a political movement.

2. The role of feminism in international relations.

3. How developed is feminism in your country and why?

Topics of essays and reports
1. The relevance of feminist theory in international relations/
2. The results of the feminist movement on international relations.
3. Liberal feminism and its essence.
Tasks for individual work
1. Explore the popularity - unpopularity of feminist theory in Eastern societies.
2. The main stages of development of the theory of Feminism.
3. Features of the postmodern feminism theory.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Marysia Zalewski.(2017). Feminist Approaches to International Relations Theory in the Post- Cold War Period, Article from the book The Age of Perplexity: Rethinking the World We Knew, https://www.bbvaopenmind.com/en/articles/feminist-approaches-to-international-relations-theory-in-the-post-cold-war-period/
Sarah Smith.(2018). Introducing Feminism in International Relations Theory, https://www.e-ir.info/2018/01/04/feminism-in-international-relations-theory/
Sandra Whitworth.(1994). Feminist Theories and International Relations, https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-1-349-23572-8_2
Jill Steans.(2017). Feminist Theories of International Relation, Oxford Bibliographies, https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780199743292/obo-9780199743292-0044.xml
Professor Kimberley Hutchings.(2014). Feminism and International Relations, The Open University, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ajAWGztPUiU
Topic 9. The normativ theory in international relations
Seminar plan 


1. The reasons for the popularity of normative theories in the late 1980s.

2. Value as the most important element of regulatory research.

3. Why do scientists criticize normative theories?

4. What is the role of the Jus ad bellum principle in international relations?

Topics of essays and reports
1. Normativism on the cognitive function of philosophy.
2. What is the role of I. Kant in normative theory?
3. Normative thinking in the context of utilitarianism.
Tasks for individual work
1. Formulate the main theses of normative theory in international relations.
2. Protest activity and normativism.

3. What is Pacta Sunt Servanda: a principle of international law?
List of recommended literature for the topic
Mortimer Sellers (1997). International Law and International Relations: Beyond Instrumentalism and Normativism, HeinOnline,https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/intlt3&div=9&id=&page=

Massimolovane. (2005). The role of public opinion and non-governmental organizations in the reconstruction of general international norms on the use of force,https://brill.com/view/book/edcoll/9789047415541/B9789047415541_s014.xml
Weberbauer, Paul Hugo (2014). Dialogue between Constitution and International Law: Introduction to the Constitutional Web theory. Revista da Faculdade de Direito da Uerj. 2014, Vol. 1 Issue 25, p101-122. 22p.,https://web.p.ebscohost.com/abstract?direct=true&profile=ehost&scope=site&authtype=crawler&jrnl=01040367&AN=98692949&h=zAJaNQoKp81ae3n16ujvhRj2q2K2fYQFduxqwKAG7KqpIbJ5FTZC89Btl4KHW8u04q%2fYSg%2fJBYxIsc9HaDEiwQ%3d%3d&crl=c&resultNs=AdminWebAuth&resultLocal=ErrCrlNotAuth&crlhashurl=login.aspx%3fdirect% 3dtrue% 26profile% 3dehost% 26scope% 3dsite% 26authtype% 3dcrawler% 26jrnl% 3d01040367% 26AN% 3d98692949
Tony Erskine (2017). Normative International Relations Theory, International Relations Theories: Discipline and Diversity (4th edn), Politics Trove,https://www.oxfordpoliticstrove.com/view/10.1093/hepl/9780198707561.001.0001/hepl-9780198707561-chapter-13
Tayyar ARI. (2018). Theories of International Relations I.https://www.researchgate.net/publication/332233541_Normativism_in_International_Relations
Topic 10. Poststructuralism in the theory of international relations

Poststructuralism encourages a way of looking at the world that challenges what comes to be accepted as ‘truth’ and ‘knowledge’. Poststructuralists always call into question how certain accepted ‘facts’ and ‘beliefs’ actually work to reinforce the dominance and power of particular actors within international relations. Poststructuralism doubts the possibility of attaining universal laws or truths as there is no world that exists independently of our own interpretations. This viewpoint is underscored by Foucault’s (1984, 127) assertion that ‘we must not imagine the world turns towards us a legible face which we would only have to decipher’. For this reason, poststructuralists encourage researchers to be sceptical of universal narratives that attempt to offer an objective worldview, as these assumptions are heavily influenced by pre-existing assumptions of what is true – and usually underlined by the views of those in power. This renders poststructuralism openly critical of any theory that claims to be able to identify objective fact – as truth and knowledge are subjective entities that are produced rather than discovered. Therefore, by design, poststructuralism conflicts with the bulk of other IR theories as it finds them unable (or unwilling) to fully account for the true diversity of international relations.
Seminar plan 


1. The main essence of the theory of poststructuralism.

2. The social role of the theory of poststructuralism.

3. The role of discourse in the implementation of the theory of poststructuralism in practice.

Topics of essays and reports
1.The technique of maintaining the dominant discourse in poststructuralism.

2. The model of the regime of truth, which belongs to Michel Foucault.
3. Give an example of how post-structuralism is used in the interpretation of international relations.
Tasks for individual work
1. Answer based on an analysis of the literature: why does poststructuralism conflict with most theories of international relations?
2. The peculiarity of the explanation of international relations by post structuralists.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Victoria Marcia Pereira-Ayuso.(2015). Why Poststructuralism Is Central to the Study of International Relations, website E-International Relations, https://www.e-ir.info/2015/07/19/why-poststructuralism-is-central-to-the-study-of-international-relations/
Yusuf Sayin, Davut Ates.(2012). Poststructuralism and the Analysis of International Relations, Alternatives Turkish Journal of International Relations, https://dergipark.org.tr/en/download/article-file/19288
Poststructuralism in IR.(2019). Theories of International Relations II, Chapter 1, file:///C:/Users/admin/Downloads/PoststructuralisminIR.pdf
Adams, Rachel “Michel Foucault: Discourse”, http://criticallegalthinking.com/2017/11/17/michel-foucault-discourse/#fn-22957-3
(d.a. 28.09.2018) 

Martin Griffiths.(2007). Poststructuralism, International Relations Theory for the Twenty-First Century, Chapter 8, https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/e/9780203939031/chapters/10.4324/9780203939031-14
Theories Lecture: Post Structuralism Explained, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecNrJaIEUXI
Gerard Van Der Ree. (2014). Lecture 10. International Relations. Poststructuralism, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0IVSA2mETqM
Topic 11. Green theory in international relations 

In the 1960s there was public recognition of the global environmental crisis arising from the ‘tragedy of the commons’, which is the idea that as selfinterested individuals, humans will overuse shared resources such as land, fresh water and fish. In the 1970s the first United Nations conference on the subject was held and by the 1980s green political parties and public policies had emerged. This coincided with a demand for a green theory to help explain and understand these political issues. By the 1990s, International Relations had come to recognise the natural environment as an increasingly significant source of questions for the discipline, requiring theoretical as well as practical attention – especially in the wake of mounting evidence that human actions were significantly changing our global climate and presenting security problems as well as ecological ones. Ecological thought addresses the interests of nature itself rather than only the interests of humanity in nature. Green theory captures this orientation in political terms of value and agency (Goodin 1992) – what is to be valued, by whom and how to get it. Green theory belongs to the critical theory tradition, in the sense that environmental issues evoke questions about relations between and among ourselves and others in the context of community and collective decision-making. In turn this has always raised the question of where the boundaries of political community are. For environmental problems, which transcend boundaries, these questions take the form of asking at what level of political community we should seek a solution. For green theorists, the answers are found in alternative ideas about political association based on our ecological relationships. Typically, environmental issues are buried in IR texts under other headings and with little acknowledgement of their unique theoretical significance. Those frustrated by the lack of recognition of the environmental challenge in international relations turned to the interdisciplinary science of ecology. Political ecology has allowed both an ecological perspective to inform political thought and a political understanding of our environmental circumstances. For IR, the contribution of green theory helps us re-examine the relationship between the state, the economy and the environment. IR normally sets this in the context of globalisation viewed from the limited perspective of states and markets – but globalisation also involves opportunities for developing shared global ecological values. Green theory has the potential to radically challenge the idea of sovereign nation states operating in competition and is thus part of the post-Westphalian trend in IR thought. 
Seminar plan 
1. The relevance of the Green Theory and its relationship with international relations.

2. The connection of Green Theory with traditional theories of international relations.

3. Dynamics of the modern international system under the influence of the Green Theory

Topics of essays and reports
1. How does green theory relate to international relations? 

2. Name and explain the main theses of the green theory.

3. Compare ecocentrism and anthropocentrism.
Tasks for individual work
1. Answer the strengths and weaknesses of the Green Theory in relation to international relations.
2. Historical features of the development of the Green Theory. 

3. How does green theory relate to the Westphalian system of sovereign states?

List of recommended literature for the topic
Altuğ Günar. (2022). Green Theory in IR. A Theory for a Green World.https://brill.com/view/book/9789004470507/BP000011.xml
Robyn Eckersley. (2016). Green Theory. Politics Trove.https://www.oxfordpoliticstrove.com/view/10.1093/hepl/9780198707561.001.0001/hepl-9780198707561-chapter-14
Tim Dunne, Milja Kurki,, and Steve Smith. (2017). International Relations Theories: Discipline and Diversity (4thedn),https://www.oxfordpoliticstrove.com/view/10.1093/hepl/9780198707561.001.0001/hepl-9780198707561
Biermann, F. (2017) A World Environment Organization: Solution or threat for effective international environmental governance? Available at:https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/9781351961431
Javier Ghahreman. (2018). Green Theory in Environmental Policy Making in China,https://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1482695/FULLTEXT01.pdf
Dyer, H.C. (2017). Green Theory. In: McGlinchey, S, Walters, R and Scheinpflug, C, (eds.) International Relations Theory. E-International Relations , Bristol, England , pp. 84-90. http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/120472/
Kyla Tienhaara and Christian Downie.(2019). Green theory and the G20. 

https://www.elgaronline.com/view/edcoll/9781786432643/9781786432643.00014.xml
Topic 12. Theory of securitization in international relations
Securitisation is a useful tool for students in IR as it contests traditional approaches to security that are overly focused on the security of the state, rather than on other referent objects. Adopting a securitisation framework entails challenging hegemonic and taken-for-granted ideas about the universality and objectivity of security and emphasises the ways in which knowledge is not merely ‘out there’ but is driven by interests. Securitisation theory reminds us that securitisation is not a neutral act but a political one. From that starting point we are able to dig deeper and investigate the various insecurities that are found in international relations.
Securitisation theory shows us that national security policy is not a natural given, but carefully designated by politicians and decision-makers. According to securitisation theory, political issues are constituted as extreme security issues to be dealt with urgently when they have been labelled as ‘dangerous’, ‘menacing’, ‘threatening’, ‘alarming’ and so on by a ‘securitising actor’ who has the social and institutional power to move the issue ‘beyond politics’. So, security issues are not simply ‘out there’ but rather must be articulated as problems by securitising actors. Calling immigration a ‘threat to national security’, for instance, shifts immigration from a low priority political concern to a high priority issue that requires action, such as securing borders. Securitisation theory challenges traditional approaches to security in IR and asserts that issues are not essentially threatening in themselves; rather, it is by referring to them as ‘security’ issues that they become security problems. 
Securitisation theorists determined five sectors: the economic, the societal, the military, the political and the environmental sector. In each sector, a specific threat is articulated as threatening a referent object. For example, in the societal sector, the referent object is identity, while the referent objects in the environmental sector are the ecosystem and endangered species. It is only in the military sector that the referent object remains the state. By ‘sectorialising’ security, we understand that existential threats are not objective but instead relate to the different characteristics of each referent object. This technique also highlights the contextual nature of security and threats. Suicide bomb attacks, for example, are a greater source of anxiety for some people today than they are for others. Yet we often hear suicide terrorism framed as a ‘global’ threat. Securitisation shows that it is incorrect to talk about issues such as terrorism as if they concern everyone around the world equally. By talking about referent objects we can ask: Security for whom? Security from what? And security by whom?
Seminar plan 
1. The relevance of the theory of securitisation in modern international relations

2. The essence of the theory of securitisation.

3. Theoretical foundations of the theory of securitisation.

Topics of essays and reports 

1. Security sectors and their features.

2. Provide an example of how threats are constructed.
3. Global and Regional Security: New Challenges for the World.
Tasks for individual work
1. How securitization issues are on the policy agenda.
2. Strengths and limitations of securitization theory.
3. How can synergy be used for securitization theory?

List of recommended literature for the topic
Securitisation Theory. (2011). How security problems emerge and dissolve. Ed. T. Balzacq. London & New York: Taylor and Francis Group, https://books.google.com.ua/books?hl=uk&lr=&id=ZGmNAgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=Securitisation+Theory+in+International+Relations&ots=m7Q6xGtcdN&sig=-cLtjN4RRc_Jk1P_JSoIfH0a4Uw&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=Securitisation%20Theory%20in%20International%20Relations&f=false
Darwich M., Fakhoury T. (2016). Casting the Other as an existential threat: The securitisation of sectarianism in the international relations of the Syria crisis.Global Discourse.Volume 6, Issue 4. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/23269995.2016.1259231
Bourbeau P. (2013). Resiliencism: Premises and promises in securitisation research. Resilience. Volume 1, Issue 1. https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21693293.2013.765738
Färber K. (2018). The Absence of Methodology in Securitisation Theory. E - Internationai Relations. https://www.e-ir.info/2018/08/07/the-absence-of-methodology-in-securitisation-theory/
Securitisation theory - International Relations. 2014. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wQ07tWOzE_c
Clara Eroukhmanoff. (2018). Securitization Theory: An Introduction, “E-International Relations”, 01.14,https://www.e-ir.info/2018/01/14/securitisation-theory-an-introduction/
Basar BAYSAL. (2020). 20 Years of Securitization: Strengths, Limitations and A New Dual Framework, International Relations, Vol. 17, no. 67, pp.3-20,https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/26928568.pdf
Topic 13. Asian perspectives in the theory of international relations
With the emergence of the so-called ‘Asian Century’, which sees rising powers like China and India assume a more prominent role in shaping world affairs, Asia has become an important region of study. These global trends have been matched by new directions in scholarship, whereupon Asia has become a conceptual anchor for the development of non-Western approaches to the study of world politics. It is, therefore, within the Asian IR context that some of the most exciting theoretical challenges to, and innovations in, IR scholarship are being mounted and produced. Given the vast socio-cultural and political diversity found across the continent, Asian IR is made up of an array of different perspectives. Some originate in countries in the Global South while others, such as Japanese perspectives, do not. Asian IR therefore feeds into Global South IR perspectives, but remains distinct from them, just as it speaks to mainstream IR theories but is founded on unique political traditions and practices. 
As International Relations is an increasingly popular subject, particularly in Asia where IR courses have become a staple at many universities, there is a need for it to become a truly global discipline that appreciates political and cultural difference but also reflects a shared history and humanity. In light of the uncertainties and anxieties accompanying the rise of non-Western powers like China and India, IR scholarship must act not only as a lens for analysing real-world phenomena but also as a useful and practical guide for how we should act within a changing global environment. That said, ‘Asia’ is as much a social construct as ‘the West’ and one that could potentially become as monolithic and hegemonic. As such, we need to be wary of creating simplistic categories that give rise to an unhelpful ‘self–other’ binary. For the sake of initiating meaningful dialogue, it is vital that scholars continue to work towards an inclusive outlook that reconciles East and West, capturing both the diversity and unity of insights to be gained from mainstream as well as Asian IR perspectives. 
Seminar plan 
1. Relevance of Asian Perspectives on International Relations

2. Conceptual Pluralism of Non-Western International Relations Theorists.
3. The importance of maintaining harmony to protect global order as a Confucian concept.

Topics of essays and reports 

1. Nishida Kitarō Identity Philosophy.
2. The reaction of Chinese researchers to Samuel Huntington's 1993 article "The Clash of Civilizations".

3. The essence of the theory "model of flying geese" Akamatsu Kaname.

Tasks for individual work
1. Conceptual pluralism of Asian theories of international relations.
2. What is the difference between Asian theories of international relations and Western theories?
3. The main directions of research in theories of international relations in China, Japan and India.

List of recommended literature for the topic
Pichamon Yeophantong. Asian Perspectives on International Relations Theory. 

https://www.e-ir.info/2018/01/23/asian-perspectives-on-international-relations-theory/
Amitav Acharya.(2017). ‘Theorising the international relations of Asia: necessity or indulgence?’ Some reflections. 

Amitav Acharya.(2009).Non-Western International Relations Theory: Perspectives On and Beyond Asia (Politics in Asia) 1st Edition. https://www.routledge.com/Non-Western-International-Relations-Theory-Perspectives-On-and-Beyond-Asia/Acharya-Buzan/p/book/9780415474740
Lain Watson. (2014).Foreign aid and emerging powers: Asian perspectives on Official Development Assistance. - New York. https://books.google.com.ua/books?hl=uk&lr=&id=BvkABAAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PT11&dq=Asian+Perspectives+on+International+Relations+Literature&ots=xNhIUgq0kV&sig=YvqCBTA2hbD3dieaRUfqnmdnEVc&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=Asian%20Perspectives%20on%20International%20Relations%20Literature&f=false
Professors Barry Buzan and Amitav AcharyaNon-Western International Relations Theory: Perspectives On and Beyond Asia. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pvm8UosIFeQ
Topic 14. Synergetics as a theoretical basis of international relations
Synergetics describes the dynamics of open nonlinear systems. Such a system is the international system. The advantage of this theory is that it allows you to model relations between countries, other subjects of international relations, using its own categorical apparatus. Moreover, the concepts of synergetics are applicable to international relations, they have a deep scientific meaning. Thus, the growth of international conflict symbolizes the approach of bifurcation processes in a certain region of the world. This means that the system of relations between states is in the zone of the strange attractor. Depending on the region in which the conflict began, this conflict can be local or become a decisive fluctuation from which a large-scale conflict begins. But any conflict ends sometime and at this moment the bifurcation grows into a dissipative process. At the same time, the system of international relations may change structurally, a new configuration of interacting subjects may arise to replace the old one, which is destroyed as a result of bifurcation.

Seminar plan 
1. Basic concepts of synergetics and their meaning. 

2. How are the concepts of synergetics projected onto international relations? 

3. Dissipative processes in international relations.
Topics of essays and reports 

1. The universal character of synergetics as a theory.

2. Strange attractors influencing the dynamics of Ukraine's international relations.
3. Describe the synergistic processes in Ukraine since the period 1990-2021.
Tasks for individual work
1. Show the difference between the terms "synergy" and "synergetics".
2. To study the basic concepts of synergetics to describe international interaction as a nonlinear system.
3. Social entropy and its significance for international relations.

List of recommended literature for the topic
Ishchenko I., Bashkeieva O., Zinukova N. (2021), Identification as an indicator of social entropy under globalization: Ukrainian Realities and International context, “Przegląd Strategiczny”, №14, P.397-416. DOI : 10.14746/ps.2021.1.24
Іshchenko I., Bashkeieva O., Petrov P. (2019). Empirical model of congruence of mental space as a tool for the analysis of changes in international relations, “Economic Annals-XXI”, 176(3-4), 1-13. DOI: https://doi.org/10.21003/ea.V176-01
Rosenau, James N. Turbulence in World Politics: A Theory of Change and Continuity. – New Jersey: PrincetonUniversity Press, 1990 – 57 p.

Svolik, M. W. (2014). Equilibrium Analysis of Political Institutions. Department of Political Science, University of Illinois. May. – Access mode : http://publish.illinois.edu/msvolik/files/2012/12/equ

ilibrium-analysis-of-institutions.pdf.

Laszlo, Ervin. The Age of Bifurcation: Understanding the Changing World. Philadelphia: Gordon and Breach, 1991. Print.
Якубенко Е.В. Оценка политических систем в синертетическом измерении – Режим доступа: http://liber.onu.edu.ua:8080/bitstream/123456789/2462/1/str_852-859%2B.pdf
Gassanly M. (2018). Theory-synergetic approach in ir case-study of BTC and SGC pipelines, Doctor of Philosophy (Politics & International Relations), https://orca.cardiff.ac.uk/110891/1/2018gassanlymphd.pdf
Section 2. Theoretical foundations of international relations in practice
Topic 15. The theory of international relations on the formation
of a new world
International relations, as it is presented in the flow of daily news, concerns a large number of disparate events: leaders are meeting, negotiations are concluded, wars are started, acts of terror committed, and so on. In order to make sense of all this information we need to know a lot about the contemporary world and its history; we need to understand how all the disparate events hang together. At university, we study these topics, but it is a basic tenet of the academic study of international politics that this rather messy picture can be radically simplified. Instead of focusing on the flow of daily news, we focus on the basic principles underlying it. 

After the First World War most people in Europe formed their own nation-states. As a result of the nationalist revolutions, the European international system became for the first time truly ‘inter-national’. That is, while the Westphalian system concerned relations between states, world affairs in the nineteenth century increasingly came to concern relations between nation-states. In fact, the word ‘international’ itself was coined only in 1783, by the British philosopher Jeremy Bentham. In most respects, however, the inter-national system continued to operate in much the same fashion as the Westphalian inter-state system. There were also new hopes for world peace. While kings wage war for the sake of glory or personal gain, a people is believed to be more attuned to the aspirations of another people. Inspired by such hopes, liberal philosophers devised plans for how a ‘perpetual peace’ could be established. 

As Adam Smith pointed out in The Wealth of Nations (1776) In a world in which everyone is busy trading with each other, no one can afford to go to war. By the twentieth century most of these liberal hopes were dashed. As the First World War demonstrated, nation-states could be as violent as the earlymodern states.

Сolonised country is the very opposite of a sovereign state; the colonised peoples had no nation-states and enjoyed no selfdetermination. It was instead through the process of liberating themselves from the colonisers that the European models were copied. Since the Europeans only would grant sovereignty to states that were similar to their own, the only way to become independent was to become independent on European terms. They had their respective territories and fortified borders; their own capitals, armies, foreign ministries, flags, national anthems and all the other paraphernalia of European statehood. Whether there were alternative, nonEuropean, ways of organising a state and its foreign relations was never discussed. Whether it made sense for the newly independent states to try to live up to European ideals was never discussed either. This, briefly, is how the modern world was made.
Seminar plan 
1. The problem - what is happening to the world system from the standpoint of realists and political economists.

2. Hegemony as a world system.

3. Preservation and endurance of our current world order as a subject of debate of scientists

Topics of essays and reports 

1. Theory of world systems: the core against peripheral societies.

2. Structural theories of international relations.

3. Variants of forecasts for the future of the world system from the standpoint of theories of international relations.

Tasks for individual work
1. Anarchic state of interaction of nation-states as a basis for the creation of an international system and its stabilization.
2. Answer to the question: Are there any preconditions for the actualization of the Westphalian system as a Feed Back on liberal globalization.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Madison Cartwright.(2018). Rethinking World Systems Theory and Hegemony: Towards a Marxist-Realist Synthesis. E-International Relations, https://www.e-ir.info/2018/10/18/rethinking-world-systems-theory-and-hegemony-towards-a-marxist-realist-synthesis/
James N. Rosenau. (2021). World System Debates. JSTOR, https://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=James+N.+Rosenau.+World+System+Debates&utm_source=SendGrid&so=rel
Lesley Chapel. (2021). World Systems Theory. Study.com, https://study.com/academy/lesson/world-systems-theory-core-vs-peripheral-societies.html
Agung Pribadi.(2013). On Structural Theories of International Relations: Examining Waltzian Structural Realism And Wallerstein’s World System Theory. Hubungan inter nasional, Vol 2, No 1, https://journal.umy.ac.id/index.php/jhi/article/view/299
Nayef Al-Rodhan.(2013). The Furure of International Relations: A Simbiotic Realism Theory, Open Mind BBVΛ. https://www.bbvaopenmind.com/en/articles/the-future-of-international-relations/
Topic 16. Diplomacy as an embodiment of the theory
of international relations 


War compels and focuses public attention, leaves a clear mark on human life, and is responsible for shaping our world. On the other hand, despite its importance, diplomacy rarely gains much attention. When military theorist Carl von Clausewitz remarked in the early 1800s that war was the continuation of policy by other means, he sought to normalise the idea of war in modern politics. But, his words also indicated that actions short of war are available to help states achieve their objectives. These are typically the actions of diplomats. And, their work is often far less expensive, far more effective and much more predictable a strategy than war. In fact, unlike in centuries gone by when war was common, diplomacy is what we understand today as the normal state of affairs governing international relations. And, in the modern era, diplomacy is conducted not only between nation-states, but also by a range of non-state actors such as the European Union and the United Nations. Regulation of nuclear weapons as a manifestation of realism. After the first use of an atomic bomb by the US on Japan in August 1945, the world was transformed. Reports and pictures of the total devastation caused by the two bombs that the US dropped on Nagasaki and Hiroshima confirmed that the nature of warfare had changed forever. Proliferation was not only a numbers issue. As the weapons developed in sophistication from those dropped in Japan they became many orders of magnitude more destructive, representing a grave threat to humankind as a whole. By the early 1960s, nuclear weapons had been built that could cause devastation for hundreds of kilometres beyond the impact zone. The United States and the Soviet Union, who were locked into a system of rivalry known as the Cold War, seemed to be in a race to outdo each other in terms of the quantity and quality of bombs each possessed. The Cold War was known as such because the presence of nuclear weapons on both sides made a traditional war between the two almost unfathomable. If somehow they were to end up engaged in a direct conflict they each had the power to destroy the other entirely and in doing so jeopardise human civilisation as a whole.

Once the immediate crisis over Cuba was resolved, high-level diplomacy continued. Neither nation desired such a dramatic break down in communications to occur again, so a direct hot line was established linking the Kremlin in Moscow and the Pentagon in Washington. Building further on the momentum, in July 1963 the Partial Test Ban Treaty was agreed, confining nuclear testing to underground sites only. It was not a perfect solution, but it was progress. And, in this case it was driven by the leaders of two superpowers who wanted to de-escalate a tense state of affairs. Building on earlier progress, the 1970s opened with the entering into force of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (1970) – often known as the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). The Treaty sought to channel nuclear technology into civilian uses and to recognise the destabilising effect of further nuclear weapons proliferation on the international community. It was a triumph of diplomacy. As we can see, in the postwar period, realism prevailed in international politics. The balance of power provided stability, but if this balance was disturbed, then diplomacy was turned on, which helped to restore it.
Seminar plan 
1. The stabilizing force of realism in the period of a bipolar world.
2. Green theory, environmentalism as a decisive factor in the limitation of nuclear weapons.
3. The role of diplomacy in the settlement of contemporary international problems.
Topics of essays and reports 

1. Justify the advantages and disadvantages of the theories of constructivism, realism and liberalism in modern international relations.
2. Diplomacy in the style of liberalism. 

3. Diplomacy in the style of realism.
Tasks for individual work
1. Nuclear settlement in the early 1970s as a factor in maintaining the balance of power in the context of the theory of realism.
2. Diplomacy in the style of constructivism.

3. Diplomatic negotiations between representatives of realism and critical theories on the resolution of international problems: features of the argument.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Zanvyl Krieger, Ariel Ilan Roth. (2007). Nuclear Weapons in Neo-Realist Theory, International Studies Review, Vol. 9, No. 3 (Autumn, 2007), pp. 369-384, https://www.jstor.org/stable/4621831

Keith B. Payne. (2019). Realism, Idealism, Deterrence, and Disarmament, Strategic studies quarterly, https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/Portals/10/SSQ/documents/Volume-13_Issue-3/Payne.pdf
Adam P. MacDonald. (2018). Saving Grace or Achilles Heel? The Odd Relationship Between Nuclear Weapons and Neo-Realism, Е – Іnternational Relations, Oct. 25, https://www.e-ir.info/2018/10/25/saving-grace-or-achilles-heel-the-odd-relationship-between-nuclear-weapons-and-neo-realism/

E. Dayang, Jr. (2011). What are the most important features of diplomatic activity? Reflective diplomat, February 28, https://jedayang.wordpress.com/2011/02/28/what-are-the-most-important-features-of-diplomatic-activity/

Volker Stanzel. (2018). New Realities in Foreign Affairs: Diplomacy in the 21st Century, 11, 12.11.2018, 69 p., https://www.swp-berlin.org/en/publication/new-realities-in-foreign-affairs-diplomacy-in-the-21st-century

Topic 17. Levels of analysis in the theory of international relations

International Relations (IR) traditionally focused on interactions between states. However, this conventional view has been broadened over the years to include relationships between all sorts of political entities (‘polities’), including international organisations, multinational corporations, societies and citizens. IR captures a vast array of themes ranging from the growing interconnectedness of people to old and new forms of security, dialogue and conflict between visions, beliefs and ideologies, the environment, space, the global economy, poverty and climate change. The sheer number of actors and issues that are relevant to IR can be overwhelming. This can make it seem like a daunting task to not just study various aspects of IR but to try to grasp the bigger picture. All the more important are the analytical tools that scholars have developed in an attempt to make the field more manageable – not just for newcomers to the discipline but also for themselves. Social scientists in general spend quite a lot of time thinking about effective ways of structuring their thinking and of processing the complexity of the reality they endeavour to study, analyse and understand. A lot of this kind of analytical sense-making in IR happens in the form of theories. Scholars use theories to explain and capture the meaning of real-life events in the form of abstract interpretations and generalised assumptions. On the one hand, theories can be ‘empirical’ – based on measurable experiences, usually through observation or experimentation. Empirical theories generally seek to try to explain the world as it is. On the other hand, theories can be ‘normative’ – meaning that they build on principles and assumptions about how social interactions should occur. In other words, normative theories generally seek to present a version of world that ought to be.


Before scholars develop or adopt any specific theories, however, they take what is often a subconscious decision in selecting the focus of their analysis. Following this, they normally stick with their choice without reflecting very much on alternative approaches to the issue. As students of IR it can be helpful to equip ourselves with a basic overview of the perspectives one can adopt when analysing just about any topic. This lecture will do this by looking at different ‘levels of analysis’ as one of the most common ways of structuring scholarly debates in IR.
Seminar plan 
1. Features of the analysis of social processes at the micro, meso and macro levels. 
2. The specifics of the analysis of the conflict situation at different levels of international relations. 

3. Prospects for international cooperation in the context of the transfer of new technologies. 

Topics of essays and reports 

1. Features of views on international business ethics from different levels of analysis. 

2. Influence of macro-, meso- and micro-level factors on the international mobility of students.

3. International Policy Building: Analysis at Different Levels.
Tasks for individual work
1. Why does the concentration of focus on analysis at the state level indicate an approach to realism?
2. Individual, national and international levels of analysis
3. Macro, meso and micro study of genocide.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Sandro Serpa1, Carlos Miguel Ferreira.(2019). Micro, Meso and Macro Levels of Social Analysis, International Journal of Social Science Studies Vol. 7, No. 3, https://www.researchgate.net/publication/332566362_Micro_Meso_and_Macro_Levels_of_Social_Analysis
Bahar Rumelili, Jennifer Todd.(2017). Paradoxes of identity change: Integrating macro, meso, and micro research on identity in conflict processes, Politics, November 19, https://doi.org/10.1177/0263395717734445
James A. Cunningham, Paul O’Reilly. (2018). Macro, meso and micro perspectives of technology transfer, The Journal of Technology Transfer. V. 43, pp. 545–557, https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10961-018-9658-4
Evgeny Finkel, Scott Straus.(2012). Macro, Meso, and Micro Research on Genocide: Gains, Shortcomings, and Future Areas of Inquiry, University of Toronto Press, Volume 7 Issue 1, Apr., pp. 56-67, https://www.utpjournals.press/doi/full/10.3138/gsp.7.1.56
Georges Enderle.(2014). Exploring and Conceptualizing International Business Ethics.Journal of Business Ethics volume 127, pages 723–735, https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10551-014-2182-z
6. Xiaojie Li, John Haupt, Jenny Lee. (2021). Student mobility choices in transnational education: impact of macro-, meso- and micro-level factors. Journal of Higher Education Policy and Management Volume 43, Issue 6, https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1360080X.2021.1905496
Topic 18. International law as a tool for implementing theories of international relations

International law is an important area to understand and much of it is theoretical or historical in nature – building on themes explored in the previous chapters. You have seen in the preceding chapter that some of the discussed theories regard ‘norms’ as a regulatory force in international relations, although the theories differ in their understanding of the relevance and function of these norms. This chapter takes up this notion and introduces you to the role of international legal norms as a particular means for the social regulation of international affairs. The concept of property, title, territory and border are there; a principle of autonomy and supreme authority seems to apply to the families; and the institution of contract certainly exists. You will also detect rules of some sort in the form of established customs and you might even identify a principle that says that ‘agreements need to be kept’. Lawyers make use of the Latin phrase ‘pacta sunt servanda’ to express this basic principle. Thus, even in such a rudimentary setting, some customary rules and principles exist even if they are not called ‘law’ or written down in any form. You will also note that some characteristics of what you may intuitively regard as essential to a legal order are missing: There is no authority ‘above’ the families which makes laws for all, adjudicates conflicts or enforces laws and judgements. There is no government, parliament, court or police system. The rules and principles seem to stem from established practices motivated by the functional needs of cohabitation, pragmatism or mere common sense. Whatever rules exist in this settlement, their validity and effectiveness are routed exclusively in the will of the families and their members.

This settlement resembles many peculiarities of the international legal order. In fact, the settlement resembles a certain depiction of the international legal order that most international lawyers today would call outdated, even though it is precisely this depiction of a primitive legal order that haunts international law even today. If you translate the situation of the settlement to the international plane and substitute the families with states, you will get a picture of international law characterised by states as the principal actors. In this depiction, states hold the supreme and exclusive authority over their polities and follow predominantly customary and contractual rules in the relations between them but have no world government above them. The principle of sovereignty expressed this supreme and exclusive authority of states over their territory, and it confirmed the equal status of all states. It developed its current meaning through the writings of legal and political philosophers between the sixteenth and eighteenth century. Sovereignty continues to be the foundational pillar of the international legal order. For many decades this foundational pillar of international law read: sovereign states are the masters of international law with no world government above them. 
Seminar plan 
1. Normativism in international relations in practice.
2. The effectiveness of international law in modern conditions.
3. International Law: Basic Principles.
Topics of essays and reports 

1. Referendum in theories of international relations and its impact on foreign policy.
2. War in international law from the standpoint of liberalism.
3. International humanitarian law and its implementation in modern conditions.
Tasks for individual work
1. Normatism in action: can international legal conflict unite the international community?
2. Constructivism in international law.

List of recommended literature for the topic
Wouter Werner. (2018). The ‘Clash of Civilizations’ in International Law, E-International Relations, Apr 25, https://www-e--ir-info.translate.goog/2018/04/25/the-clash-of-civilizations-in-international-law/?_x_tr_sl=en&_x_tr_tl=ru&_x_tr_hl=ru&_x_tr_pto=op,sc
Chiara Scissa. (2021). Recognition and Protection of Environmental Migrants in International Law, E-International Relations, Jun 24, https://www-e--ir-info.translate.goog/2021/06/24/recognition-and-protection-of-environmental-migrants-in-international-law/?_x_tr_sl=en&_x_tr_tl=ru&_x_tr_hl=ru&_x_tr_pto=op,sc

Patricia Sohn. (2018). Habitus: Why Positive Law Is Better than Originalism or Post-Modernism in Law, E-International Relations, Dec 15, https://www-e--ir-info.translate.goog/2018/12/15/habitus-why-positive-law-is-better-than-originalism-or-post-modernism-in-law/?_x_tr_sl=en&_x_tr_tl=ru&_x_tr_hl=ru&_x_tr_pto=op,sc

Po-Han Lee. (2018). Undoing Sovereignty/Identity, Queering the ‘International’: The Politics of Law, E-International Relations, Oct 22, https://www-e--ir-info.translate.goog/2018/10/22/undoing-sovereignty-identity-queering-the-international-the-politics-of-law/?_x_tr_sl=en&_x_tr_tl=ru&_x_tr_hl=ru&_x_tr_pto=op,sc
Topic 19. International organizations in the theory 
of international relations

While sovereign states are the principal legal actors, international organisations are increasingly important in helping us govern our world. Today’s international system is made up of a cacophony of different voices and interests. In addition to states there are also non-governmental organisations, multinational corporations and hybrid organisations which are a mix of all the different categories. International organisations form an integral part of our everyday lives. An international governmental organisation (IGO), also referred to as an intergovernmental organisation, is an organisation with a membership of only states. The organisation is usually founded upon a treaty, or a multilateral agreement, and consists of more than two states. Member states determine the way in which the organisation is run, vote within the organisation and provide its funding. Established in 1945 following the end of the Second World War, the United Nations (UN) is a prime example of an international governmental organisation with almost universal membership. Only states can be members of the United Nations and membership is valued because it confers upon the member state international recognition of its sovereignty. As of 2017 there are 193 UN member states – but it is important to note that a small number of states are not members.
There are six main organs of the United Nations. Here, the other designation sometimes used to describe IGOs – ‘intergovernmental organisation’ – is helpful in appreciating the difference in ‘global governance’ (which IGOs bring to our international system) and ‘global government’ (which does not currently exist). Virtually all IGOs are intergovernmental. This means that their power rests with governments (the member states) not with the organisation. States are free to leave the organisations, or even in some cases to ignore them. There are usually consequences for both actions, but the fact remains that even in extreme cases – when an organisation like the United Nations imposes sanctions, or authorises war, on a state – international governmental organisations do not rule over states. Such punitive measures are only possible when the members of the UN Security Council are in accord, agree with such proposals, and a coalition of states agrees to finance and partake in the operation.
To have supranational powers means that an organisation is actually able to govern its members and have a degree of independence from its member states. The only clear example of a major organisation such as this is the European Union (EU). 
International non-governmental organisations (INGOs) are non-governmental organisations that either work at the international level or have international members. International non-governmental organisations are a mixed bag, best described as those organisations that are not intergovernmental, business entities or terrorist organizations.
Hybrid organisations are those international organisations whose membership comprises both states and civil society members. One of the more visible international non-governmental organisations in the world is the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. Like most other things, international organisations are only as good as the results they yield, but there is no denying that they play a central role in international affairs.
Seminar plan 
1. World politics under the influence of international organizations: theoretical constructs.

2. Theories on the role of international organizations in maintaining peace and security.

3. International organizations in theories of international relations.

Topics of essays and reports 

1. Theories of international relations to consider a functional approach to the analysis of international organizations.

2. Theories of international relations on the relationship of international organizations with the government.

3. Realism and liberalism on the role of international organizations in support of the world order.

Tasks for individual work
1. The connection of normativism with the international legal personality of organizations.
2. Answer: Does an international organization or institute harmonize international relations by constructing them?
List of recommended literature for the topic
Fehl С., Freistein K. (2020). International Organisations and Global Stratification: Rethinking IR’s Cooperation Paradigm, “E-International Relations”, Nov. 11, https://www-e--ir-info.translate.goog/2020/11/11/international-organisations-and-global-stratification-rethinking-irs-cooperation-paradigm/?_x_tr_sl=en&_x_tr_tl=ru&_x_tr_hl=ru&_x_tr_pto=op,sc

Sophie Crockett.(2012).“E-International Relations”, 23.02. The Role of International Organisations in World Politics, https://www.e-ir.info/2012/02/07/the-role-of-international-organisations-in-world-politics/
Endalcachew Bayeh.(2014). Theories on the role of international organizations in  maintaining peace and security.International journal of Multidisciplinary Research and Development. 1(7), 347-350, https://www.allsubjectjournal.com/archives/2014/vol1/issue7
Riska Maharani.(2021). Theory and Methods of International Organizations, hi@reviewnesia.com, 22 Jun, https://reviewnesia.com/theory-methods-of-international-organizations/
Jihwan Hwang, Sung-han Kim. (2015). Revisiting the Functionalist Approach to Korean Unification: The Role of International Organizations and NGOs.Journal of International and Area Studies, Vol. 22, No. 1, June, pp. 41-55, https://www.jstor.org/stable/43490279?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=Michael%20Haas.%20A%20Functional%20Approach%20to%20International%20Organization&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3DMichael%2BHaas.%2BA%2BFunctional%2BApproach%2Bto%2BInternational%2BOrganization%26utm_source%3DSendGrid%26so%3Drel&ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_search_gsv2%2Fcontrol&refreqid=fastly-default%3A38a9942f9139a45a93130199bd0c1541
Rodger A. Payne, Nayef H. Samhat.(2018). International Organizations and Power, International Studies, 26 November 2012, https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.013.454
Ersan Ozkan, Hakan Cem Cetin.(2016). The Realist and Liberal Positions on the Role of International Organizations in Maintaining World Order. European Scientific Journal June 2016 edition vol.12, No.17, file:///C:/Users/admin/Downloads/7627-Article%20Text-22216-1-10-20160629.pdf
Topic 20. Global civil society in the theory of international relations
Patterns of globalisation have challenged the exclusivity of states as actors in international affairs. Globalisation links distant communities and opens up spaces for new social actors. Among the non-state actors benefiting from this change are public-interest-orientated non-governmental actors, often known as civil society groups. Alongside the state, profit-orientated corporate actors and international governmental organisations , these civil society groups complete the mosaic of actors on the international stage. The standard definition of civil society identifies it as the space outside of government, family and market. A place in which individuals and collective organisations advance allegedly common interests. Civil society organisations can include community groups, non-governmental organisations, social movements, labour unions, indigenous groups, charitable organisations, faithbased organisations, media operators, academia, diaspora groups, lobby and consultancy groups, think tanks and research centres, professional associations, and foundations. Political parties and private companies can also be counted as borderline cases. The presence of civil society organisations in international affairs has become increasingly relevant. They have played a role in agenda setting, international law-making and diplomacy. Further, they have been involved in the implementation and monitoring of a number of crucial global issues. These range from trade to development and poverty reduction, from democratic governance to human rights, from peace to the environment, and from security to the information society. Because of these reasons, international relations cannot be fully captured without taking into account the actions of civil society organisations.

Different theoretical perspectives can be used to interpret global civil society. Liberals may understand it as the actor that provides a bottom-up contribution to the effectiveness and legitimacy of the international system as a whole. In essence, it is democracy in action as power is being held to account by the populace. Realists, however, may interpret global civil society as a tool used by the most powerful states to advance their ultimate interests abroad, often promoting and popularising ideas that are key to the national interest. Marxists may see global civil society as political vanguards that can spread a different world view that challenges the dominant order. Finally, some even argue that the concept of civil society as a sphere distinct from the family, state and market remains a Western concept that does not apply easily to societies where the boundaries between these spheres are more blurred. It is useful to keep these various perspectives in mind.
Seminar plan 
1. Theory of the Global Civil Society: History of Origin and Development.
2. Essence of practical actions of global civil society organizations.
3. The basis of transnational activism.
Topics of essays and reports 

1. Transnational mobilisation on global issues.
2. How can the problem become global?
3. The Power of Transnational Networks to Influence Growing Problems
Tasks for individual work
1. The role of Global Civil Society in the liberal, realistic thought of today. 

2. Theoretical component of resistance to the WTO, IMF, World Bank, etc. as a manifestation of critical theories of international relations
3. Приведите пример изменения отношения к международному лидеру на основе установок конструктивизма - враг, соперник, друг.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Davies, Thomas (2014). NGOS: A New History of Transnational Civil Society. London: C. Hurst & Co.
Keohane, Robert O. (2002). ‘The Globalisation of Informal Violence: Theories of World Politics, and the “Liberalism of Fear”’. Dialogue-IO 1: 29-43.
John Keane. (2003). Global Civil Society? Cambridge University Press, November/December, 234 p., https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/capsule-review/2003-11-01/global-civil-society
Resistance and civil society. (2022). Britannica, https://www.britannica.com/topic/governance/The-new-public-management 

Lisa Jordan. (2012). Global Civil Society, https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780195398571.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780195398571-e-8
Solagral (France). (2001). Global civil society: its rise to power, program and meeting documents, https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000123980_eng
Mary Kaldor. (2003). The Idea of Global Civil Society, International Affairs (Royal Institute of International Affairs 1944-), Oxford University Press, Vol. 79, No. 3 (May, 2003), pp. 583-593, https://www.jstor.org/stable/3569364
Topic 21. Religion and culture in the theory of international relations
Religion and culture seem like complex ideas to study from the perspective of International Relations. After all, scholars and philosophers have long debated the meaning of these terms and the impact they have had on our comprehension of the social world around us. So is it an impossibly complicated task to study religion and culture at the global level? Fortunately, the answer is ‘no’, for we can recognise and respect complexity without being confused about what we mean by each term. In this lecture we will explore why thinking about religious and cultural factors in global affairs is as integral as the other issues we have covered thus far. What do we mean by the terms ‘religion’ and ‘culture’? Where can we see examples of religion and culture at work in the domains of world politics? How do religious and cultural factors impact on our ability to live together? Our investigation will begin to address these questions. As we do so, we shall keep in mind the encouragement of rabbi and political philosopher Jonathan Sacks, who wrote that ‘sometimes it is helpful to simplify, to draw a diagram rather than a map in order to understand what may be at stake in a social transition’. 
There has indeed been a transition in IR thinking about the value of religion and culture. How can we define religion and culture in a way that is useful to the study of world politics? It is important to sketch each term separately before bringing them back together to form a composite picture. We begin with religion, a category that scholars and policymakers once considered irrelevant to the study of IR because it was not believed to be important for the economic and security interests of modern states and their citizens. Yet, many scholars now hold that religion cannot be ignored. While the idea of culture has equally been underplayed in IR, its inclusion in analyses of world affairs predates that of religion and is considered less controversial. We shall consider four elements of each category and then make important linkages between them so that religion and culture make sense as whole, rather than fragmented, ideas.

Seminar plan 
1. Relevance of problems of religion in theories of international relations.

2. New aspects of the influence of religion on international relations in the context of theories.

3. Theoretical and explanatory component of the influence of culture on international relations.

Topics of essays and reports 

1. Analysis of the degree of consideration of culture in international relations at the present stage.

2. Synergetic theory: prognostic possibilities for international relations.

3. Constructivist approach to the problems of religion and culture in international relations.
Tasks for individual work
1. Identify the extent to which religion and culture take into account theories such as realism, liberalism and constructivism in the analysis of international relations.
2. What element of religion most influences international relations?
3. Name and justify the most important elements of culture that affect international relations.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Kubalkova V. (2013). The “Turn to Religion” in International Relations Theory, “E-International Relations”, 03.12,https://www.e-ir.info/2013/12/03/the-turn-to-religion-in-international-relations-theory/
Nukhet Sandal, Jonathan Fox (2015). Religion in International Relations Theory: Interactions and Possibilities. Routledge: Taylor & Francis Group, 252p.https://www.routledge.com/Religion-in-International-Relations-Theory-Interactions-and-Possibilities/Sandal-Fox/p/book/9781138934603
Ishchenko IV, Menshakova DO (2019). Religious factor in modern international relations: A textbook. D .: Lira, 2019. 104 p.

Cultural Factors in International Relations. (2004). edited by YuXintian, Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication,http://www.crvp.org/publications/Series-III/III-21.pdf
Christian Reus-Smith (2019). International Relations Theory Doesn't Understand Culture, FP News, MARCH 21,https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/03/21/international-relations-theory-doesnt-understand-culture/
Ishchenko I., Bashkeieva O., Zinukova N. (2021), Identification as an indicator of social entropy under globalization: Ukrainian Realities and International context, “Strategic Review”, №14, P.397-416. DOI: 10.14746 / ps.2021.1.24

Topic 22. Explanation of global poverty and wealth in the theory of international relations
Poverty and wealth are often found side by side. They are two dimensions in our world that are interrelated because they affect each other and influence both the willingness and capacity of states to ensure a stable global system. Traditional approaches to IR are premised on the notion of state sovereignty. But, sovereignty as an absolute concept that reinforces separation between states has been tempered through the many processes of globalisation, including economic agreements and the establishment of international organisations, as well as with the emergence of human rights thinking as captured through the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. With respect to the emergence of human rights thinking, the premise goes that in the context of a common set of universal rights based on the individual, the sovereignty of the state can be challenged if a government does not respect or maintain these rights. Here, sovereignty means that a state does not only maintain rights, it also meets its responsibilities. In relation to poverty, globalisation raises the question of the obligation the wealthy owe to the poor and vulnerable. One of today’s most pressing international problems is what to do about poverty and the approximately one billion people living in such a condition. As we start our scan of key global issues, it is appropriate to open this second section of the book by addressing an issue of this magnitude. Poverty matters as a subject for reflection in IR on many levels, one of which is a prominent set of ideas around global justice that considers what states owe each other in the process of international cooperation. After all, it can be said that those with the power and ability to assist have a moral and ethical obligation to try and solve problems like poverty. This stems from what Peter Singer (1972) calls the ‘rescue case’, noting there is an obligation for someone to assist an infant drowning in a shallow pond if the child can be saved with minimal effort or inconvenience. In the context of global poverty, the logic flows that developed states have an obligation to help poor states because they can, with minimal effort. However, the obligation of developed states to help alleviate poverty is not just relevant because they can assist; it is also because they are very often implicated in creating the conditions for its existence. For example, Thomas Pogge (2008, 2010) argues that poverty exists due to a coercive global order – which includes international governmental organisations such as the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund – that disadvantages the poor and reinforces a context of poverty. This means that developed states and multilateral institutions contribute to the persistence of global poverty due to both the way they have structured the international system and how they operate in it. These perspectives indicate that a global problem like poverty requires a global solution that developed countries have both a moral, and strategic, responsibility to address.
Seminar plan 
1. The colonial past of poor states as a factor in global poverty.
2. War and political instability as factors of global poverty.
3. Examples of how the international economic order can either increase or alleviate poverty.
Topics of essays and reports 

1. Inequality at the domestic and international level as a cause of poverty and wealth.
2. Approaches to solving the problem of global poverty.
3. How does globalization affect global poverty and wealth?
Tasks for individual work
1. The impact of neorealism in politics on the growth of global inequality.
2. The essence of the theory of global justice.
3. The impact of the economic philosophy of neoliberalism on global poverty and wealth.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Branwen Gruffydd Jones. (2005). Africa and the Poverty of International Relations, Third World Quarterly, Vol. 26, No. 6 (2005), pp. 987-1003, https://www.jstor.org/stable/4017821
Heloise Weber, Mark T. Berger. (2007). 24 - Global poverty and inequality, Cambridge Core, https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/an-introduction-to-international-relations/global-poverty-and-inequality/FC02CAE96BCAE98B559336FBB2310B18
Niheer Dasandi. (2014). International Inequality and World Poverty: A Quantitative Structural Analysis, New Political Economy, Vol. 19, Is. 2, https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13563467.2013.779654
Nicola Phillips. (2017). Power and inequality in the global political economy, International Affairs, Volume 93, Issue 2, 1 March, Pp. 429–444, https://doi.org/10.1093/ia/iix019
Hardy Loh Rahim, Selina Dang Siew Ping, Mohamed Khaidir Alias, Azim Izzuddin Muhamad. ()
Rahim, H. L., Abidin, Z. Z., Ping, S. D., Alias, M. K., & Muhamad, A. I. (2014). Globalization and its Effect on World Poverty and Inequality. Global Journal of Management and Business, 1 (2), 8-13. Retrieved from

https://repository.upenn.edu/bepp_papers/70
Topic 23. Protection of people in the theory of international relations
The United Nations (UN) was established in 1945 with a charter that set out to ‘save succeeding generations from the scourge of war’ and ‘uphold faith in fundamental human rights’. Three years later, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was signed at the United Nations, calling for states to work together to ensure that everyone enjoys ‘freedom from fear’ and ‘freedom from want’. Added to the issues of global inequality and poverty addressed in the previous chapter, finding ways of protecting people from harm is a major contemporary debate. While the picture overall might be improving, too often the international community does too little, too late to protect people from atrocities, civil wars, and other human-made ills. In the twentieth century tens of millions of people were killed in wars between states, while an even higher number were killed by their own governments. Facts like these pose a major challenge for the way we think about world politics. Our contemporary international order is based upon a society of states that enjoy exclusive jurisdiction over particular pieces of territory and rights to non-interference and non-intervention that are enshrined in the United Nations charter. This system is in turn prefaced on the assumption that states exist primarily to protect the security of their citizens. In other words, the security of the state is considered important, and worth protecting, because states provide security to individuals. But, as countless examples show, not every state protects the wellbeing of its population. From recent examples like Syria to examples from the past century, threats to individual security have tended to come more from one’s own state than from other states. Facts like this pose a major challenge to international peace and security and raise questions about whether there are circumstances in which the security of individuals should be privileged over the security of states.

Seminar plan 
1. The relationship between human and state security policy in theories of international relations

2. Views of theorists of international relations on human security in a changing globalized world.

3. Constructivists' views on human security.

Topics of essays and reports 

1. Theories of international relations on ways to prevent violent extremism.

2. The difference between the concept of "general security" and the concept of security from the standpoint of realism.

3. Concepts of "state security" and "flow security" in theories of international relations.

Tasks for individual work
1. Identify ways to protect people in conflict zones from the position of the UN as a direction of normativeness in international relations.
2. The concept of "humanitarian protection of people" from the standpoint of theories of international relations.
3. Ethical principles in security matters.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Aydar Gazizullin. (2016). The Significance of the 'Human Security' Paradigm in International Politics, “E-International Relations”, 29.02,https://www.e-ir.info/2016/02/29/the-significance-of-the-human-security-paradigm-in-international-politics/
Hiroshi Ohta. (2009). The Interlinkage of Climate Security and Human Security: The Convergence on Policy Requirements, 9 March, Waseda University, 37p.,https://cast.ku.dk/events/past_events/cast_conferences/climatesecurity/ohta-humansecurityclimatesecurityandir-march-09.pdf
Yu-taiTsai. (2009). The Emergence of Human Security: A Constructivist View. International Journal of Peace Studies, Vol. 14, no. 2, pp. 19-33,https://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=Human+Security++-+The+Contemporary+Paradigm%3F&so=rel
Matthew Schwartz. (2018). Shifting the PVE Paradigm: A Think Piece on Human Insecurity, Political Violence, and New Directions for Preventing Violent Extremism, Global Center on Cooperative Security, Sep. 1,https://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=Human+Security++-+The+Contemporary+Paradigm%3F&so=rel
Pauline Ewan. (2016). THE HUMAN SECURITY AGENDA IN WORLD POLITICS, GLOBAL SECURITY AND INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL ECONOMY - Vol. I,https://www.eolss.net/sample-chapters/C04/E1-68-05.pdf
Tim Sweijs, Hugo van Manen, KatarinaKertysova, Frank Bekkers. (2018). RESEARCH REPORT: INTRODUCTION - FLOW SECURITY, A NEW PARADIGM? Hague Center for Strategic Studies, Jan. 1,https://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=Human+Security++-+The+Contemporary+Paradigm%3F&so=rel
Topic 24. Communication and technology: from theory to practice of international relations
In the words of Rucker ‘the human race is a single vast tapestry, linked by our shared food and air’. In this sense, it is correct that the entire human race is connected through the material world. It is wrong, however, to assume that such connections create any kind of unity. In international relations, when we think of humanity, we do not think of a single, homogenous, peaceful body, but of a number of distinct factions competing, coercing and cooperating to achieve their own end goals. These factions may be groupings such as ethnic, racial or religious divisions or they may be nation-states. They can also be anywhere on a scale from very large to very small. Importantly, however, none of these groupings exist independently of the individual humans within them. The individual is the basic unit at which humanity exists. In this way, individuals are symbiotic with the wider system, with each playing a role in shaping and influencing the other. Humanity consists not only of human bodies, but also of the ideas, the convictions, and the wills contained within human minds. Given this definition, what does it mean for humanity to be connected? In a physical sense, a disconnection has always been present. Each human mind is contained within a human body that exists separately from all others. It is, however, on the metaphysical plain – that of ideas, convictions, and wills – that humanity can be connected. The uniting of many individuals for a common cause, for example, represents a connection of minds leading to action. Such unity can of course arise by complete chance or through non-conscious actions. However, more powerful connections arise when the unity stems from conscious interaction. Central to the concept of connectivity, therefore, is the ability to communicate with others, which we do more and more today via digital means.
Seminar plan 
1. The Internet and the Implementation of the Liberal Idea of Global Trade.
2. The importance and diversity of digital communication.

3. Information Control: Closed Space Politics and International Advantage
Topics of essays and reports 

1. Man is an actor of international relations in the digital age.
2. Modern communication as a challenge to traditional international relations.
3. The impact of false information on international relations.

Tasks for individual work
1. Liberalism theory of digitalization of the world.
2. Liberalism, realism and constructivism on the role of digitalization in foreign policy.
3. Communication of non-governmental organizations is an important component of modern international relations.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Aleksandar Vranjes, Zeljko Budimir. (2017). International political communication and influence of information and communication technologies on contemporary international relations, ‘ПОЛИТЕИА’ 7(13):128-139, https://www.researchgate.net/publication/320391634_International_political_communication_and_influence_of_information_and_communication_technologies_on_contemporary_international_relations
Steel, C, Stein, A. (2002). "Communications Revolutions and International Relations" in.Allison, J.E. (ed.): Technology, Developmentand Democracy - International Conflict andCooperation in the Information Age, Albany:State University of New York Press 

Norris, P., Inglehart, R. (2009).: Cosmopolitan Communications - Cultural Diversity in a Globalized World. Cambridge: CambridgeUniversity Press.

Radojković, M., Stojković, B., Vranješ, A. (2015). Međunarodno komuniciranje uinformacionom društvu. Beograd: Clio.
Johan Eriksson, Lindy M. Newlove-Eriksson. (2021). Theorizing technology andinternational relations: prevailingperspectives and new horizons, ‘Technology and International Relations: The New Horizon in Global Power’, April, https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349111217_Theorizing_Technology_and_International_Relations_Prevailing_Perspectives_and_New_Horizons
Topic 25. The voice of the people: from theory to practice

of international relations
The people referred to in this lectures are those citizens who want more say in what their rulers do and are not content with current political arrangements – even in the context of an existing democracy. Popular protests have been an issue in international relations for a very long time. An early example was the French Revolution of 1789 when the old order was overturned and replaced, at least for a while, with a popular, revolutionary government. Today, popular movements are not only growing in frequency but also in importance due to how they shape international relations. When considered alongside the availability of instant communication via the internet, as explored in the previous chapter, the phenomenon of ordinary people mobilising to bring about meaningful – and sometimes abrupt – political change raises important questions for IR about how change occurs at the domestic level and the wider implications of that change at regional and global levels.
Seminar plan 
1. Cybernetic approach to feedback in foreign policy.

2. Theories of international relations on the likelihood of changes in foreign policy under the influence of public opinion

3. Interaction with the diaspora in foreign policy in the context of theories of international relations.

Topics of essays and reports 

1. . Referendum in theories of international relations and its impact on foreign policy.

2. The influence of domestic political forces on foreign policy decisions in theories of international relations.

3. Theories of international relations on the influence of the scientific community on foreign policy decisions.

Tasks for individual work
1. The causes of color revolutions from the standpoint of realism and liberalism.
2. Contemporary political activism and its international support.
3. The incongruence of the mental space of political power and the social environment as a cause of protest moods and actions.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Frank Gadinger, Dirk Peters (2014). Feedback loops in a world of complexity: a cybernetic approach at the interface of foreign policy analysis and international relations theory. Cambridge Review of International Affairs, Volume 29, 2016 - Issue 1, https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09557571.2013.872599
Steven B. Redd. (2002). The Influence of Advisers on Foreign Policy Decision Making: An Experimental Study. The Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol. 46, no. 3, pp. 335-364, https://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?Query=Valerie+M.+Hudson.+Foreign+Policy+Analysis+Actor-specific.+Theory+and+the+Ground+of+International+Relations&so=rel
Timothy C. Lim, Dong-HoonSeol. (2018). Explaining South Korea's Diaspora Engagement Police. Development and Society, Vol. 47, no. 4 (December), pp. 633-662, https://www.jstor.org/stable/26554721?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=Valerie%20M.%20Hudson.%20Foreign%20Policy%20Analysis%20Actor-specific.%20Theory%20and%20the%20Ground%20of% % 20Relations&searchUri =% 2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3DValerie%2BM.%2BHudson.%2BForeign%2BPolicy%2BAnalysis%2BActor-specific.%2BTheory%2Band%2Bthe%2BGround%2Bof%2Bre%2Bof%2BIn % 2Fcontrol&refreqid = fastly-default%3A0752eb5bfdcc90bfb8cee23b30d2cd37
Juliet Kaarbo, Daniel Kenealy (2017). Perspectives on Small State Security in the Scottish Independence Debate. BOOK CHAPTER, pp. 21-48, https://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?si=1&Query=au%3A"Juliet+Kaarbo"&so=rel
Juliet Kaarbo. (2015). A Foreign Policy Analysis Perspective on the Domestic Politics Turn in IR Theory. International Studies Review, Vol. 17, no. 2 (June), pp. 189-216, https://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?si=1&Query=au%3A"Juliet+Kaarbo"&so=rel
Zaara Zain Hussain (2011). The effect of domestic politics on foreign policy decision making. Mizan R. 
Khan. (2016). Climate Change, Adaptation and International Relations Theory. “E-International Relations”, 29.04, https://www.e-ir.info/2016/04/29/climate-change-adaptation-and-international-relations-theory/https://www.e-ir.info/2011/02/07/the-effect-of-domestic-politics-on-foreign-policy-decision-making/
David Brulé, Alex Mintz. (2017). Foreign Policy Decision Making: Evolution, Models, and Methods. International Stydies, 22 December,https://oxfordre.com/internationalstudies/internationalstudies/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-185
Topic 26. Transnational terrorism in theory and practice
As had been explored in previous lectures, globalisation has brought with it not only unprecedented opportunities and progress in human development but also greater risks. Events in one economy can quickly spiral to others and the same can be said of social, cultural and political events. One theme that we have not explored in detail is how terrorism has evolved in the era of globalisation. Rather like the way in which the dark web piggybacks on the internet, a shadow side of globalisation gives criminal and violent groups the ability to spread their message and widen their operations. The impact of this shadow form of globalisation alters not only the organisation, resources and methods of such groups but also their reasoning and motivations. Under these conditions we have seen the proliferation of transnational terrorist groups with globalised agendas whose operations involve many countries or have ramifications that transcend national borders.

Features of transnational terrorism. Terrorism, whether transnational or not, is a highly contested arena. To date there is very little consensus regarding its definition. Disagreements emerge over the purpose and function, the perpetrators, the victims, the legitimacy and the methods and targeting of terrorist actors.

Motivation and goals of terrorism. Individuals join terrorist groups for a variety of personal and political reasons. They may join because most of their friends have, or for the feeling that membership of the organisation brings benefits.

A key way of understanding why individuals join and remain part of transnational terrorist groups is radicalisation theory. Radicalisation is understood to be ‘everything that happens before the bomb goes off’.

The specifics of terrorist activity. Despite the consequences of transnational terrorism primarily being felt in Muslim majority-countries, fear and awareness of the threats is felt strongly in Europe and North America. Terrorism is a ‘communicative act’, by which we mean it seeks to send a message that goes beyond the actual destruction caused to life and property. That message is to be heard by three groups of people. The first are civilians either local or globally who witness the events. The second are governments which are called upon to respond to the terrorist violence. Finally, the third are potential supporters who are attracted to join by the terrorist actions. 

Organization and resources of terrorists. Managing such a transnational organisation and connecting to multiple locations and identities requires considerable logistical and organisational capability. The practice of tapping into the local and the global can be described as a ‘plug and play’ approach. Transnational terrorist organisations not only have an ideology that ‘plugs’ into local grievances, their organisational structures and resources also operate in this manner.

Countering transnational terrorism. The consequence of terrorism operating transnationally is that states have been presented with a number of decision points about when and how to intervene, and these are intimately connected. The first set of decisions is about where to intervene. Some Western states have been tempted to intervene internationally in order to prevent the emergence of terrorist groups or minimise the efficacy of existing terrorist groups in ‘frontline’ states. Such intervention comes in the form of international aid, military advice and training, and financial and military support to governments.
Seminar plan 
1. The essence of transnational terrorism.
2. Territory, Recources, and Ideological Messaging of transnational terrorists.
3. Do Extremists Win Civil Wars?

Topics of essays and reports 

1. Participation of transnational terrorists in local conflicts.
2. What does the participation of terrorists in interventions lead to?
3. Define militia and transnational terrorist.
Tasks for individual work
1. How terrorism is identified in theories of international relations.
2. Theoretical and ideological principles of terrorism.
3. Gravity model of transnational terrorism.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Crenshaw M. (2020). Rethinking Transnational Terrorism. AN INTEGRATED APPROACH, United States Institute of Peace, Febriary, https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/2020-02/pw_158-rethinking_transnational_terrorism_an_integrated_approach.pdf
B. Peter Rosendorff and Todd Sandler. (2005). The Political Economy of Transnational Terrorism, The Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol. 49, No. 2, The Political Economy of Transnational Terrorism, pp. 171-182, https://www.jstor.org/stable/30045106
Alex P. Schmid. (2018). Revisiting the Relationship between International Terrorism and Transnational Organised Crime 22 Years Later, International Centre for Counter Terrorism, DOI: 10.19165/2018.1.06
David B. Carter, Luwei Ying.(2021). The Gravity of Transnational Terrorism, Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol. 65(4) pp. 813-849, https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0022002720967444
Topic 27. The global environment as a resultant factor of theories of international cooperation
Today, our planet carries over seven billion people. Yet its capacity to provide for each one of these individuals is threatened by population growth, climate change, deforestation, collapse of fisheries, desertification, air pollution and scarcity of fresh water. The full extent of our shared global environmental problems goes far beyond the well-publicised challenge of global climate change (or global warming). In fact, one of the elements often forgotten is the complicated relationship between human beings and their environment. In the early years of the conversation around environmental protection, some argued that the planet’s resources were there for our collective consumption. However, there are limits to growth and this raises a range of important issues for international relations. Our population quadrupled between 1900 and 2000. This growth, coupled with abrupt climate change events and further compounded by rapid industrialisation and fast urban expansion, have combined into a perfect storm of negative environmental processes that put pressure on the capacity of Planet Earth to sustain life. As students of IR, you ought to recognise that the environment is one of the areas where much work remains to be done, particularly because cooperative approaches to environmental protection have had a very mixed record despite the grave implications of failure. It is often hard to assess whether international cooperation efforts have had any real effect on society’s wellbeing, the quality of our environment, or even the construction of long-term relationships between states. One form of evaluation takes place through the study of environmentally focused ‘megaconferences’.
The relationship between international relations and environmental problems. Most scholars will recall the 1972 United Nations Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment as the first large-scale environmentally focused megaconference. The Stockholm Conference was also the starting point for the first global coordination mechanism for environmental protection, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Common pool resource theory. Air is a public good. Everybody can breathe air without worrying that at some point they will not be able to breathe simply because somebody else is also breathing. Finally, common goods, which are also called common pool resources, are those goods that are non-excludable but rivalrous in consumption. Fish in a fishery, trees in a forest, water in an aquifer or a lake. All these natural resources are common goods and, therefore, common pool resources. The global environment as a global commons. Perhaps you would agree that a shared environment would be a resource community and individuals would work collaboratively to protect. But there is another view, which is that responsibility for care of the environment rests with governments. One way of thinking about this is to use the concept of the global environment as a global commons. Global rights and domestic environmental politics and policy. Today, the world’s states have been able to find common ground in relation to certain goals for environmental protection, including the flagpole issues of global warming and climate change. The hope is that this trend continues so we can continue to live healthily and happily on Planet Earth.
Seminar plan 
1. The main positions of theories of international relations on environmental policy.

2. The role of public influence on environmental policy in theoretical thought in international relations.

3. Major non-governmental organizations and their place in environmental protection from the standpoint of theories of international relations.

4. Business game: Controversy between the representatives of realism, liberalism and constructivism on the problem of the global environment.

Topics of essays and reports 

1. Normatism on environmental protection on an international scale.

2. Green theory in today's global challenges.

3. Leadership and volunteering in the field of environmental protection in international theoretical scientific thought.

Tasks for individual work
1. Answer the question: How do theories of international relations assess the importance of the global environment?

2. Prepare for the business game as one of the representatives of theories of international relations. Subject - controversy between representatives of realism, liberalism and constructivism on the problem of the global environment.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Gabriela Kütting, Kyle Herman (2018). Global Environmental Politics. Published May 11 by Routledge. 282 P.,https://www.routledge.com/Global-Environmental-Politics-Concepts-Theories-and-Case-Studies/Kutting-Herman/p/book/9781138895355
Mizan R. Khan. (2016). Climate Change, Adaptation and International Relations Theory. E-International Relations, April 29,https://www.e-ir.info/2016/04/29/climate-change-adaptation-and-international-relations-theory/
Joana Castro Pereira. (2017). The limitations of ir theory regarding the environment: lessons from the anthropocene. RevistaBrasileira de PolíticaInternacional, 60 (1),https://www.scielo.br/j/rbpi/a/wrLfprF5ZbjwpRgMHb76BkH/?lang=en
International Environmental Law Overview (2021),https://www.lexisnexis.com/uk/lexispsl/environment/document/393763/595P-6B81-F18C-13JY-00000-00/International_environmental_law_overview
Hugh Dyer. (2017). Green Theory,https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/120472/3/Editors%20edit%20final%20-%2011.pdf
IMPLEMENTATION SUSTAINABLE THE OF GOALS DEVE. (2019). National Review ISRAEL 2019,https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/23576ISRAEL_13191_SDGISRAEL.pdf
Topic 28. Global challenges of modernity in theories
of international relations

How should we think about global food politics? It is tempting to start with big moments on the world stage such as the United Nations discussing famine in Ethiopia or Syria. But this approach can be alienating. It locates global politics far away from daily life and sees food as just another issue that international leaders address on our behalf. So rather than this top-down approach, this chapter offers a bottom-up approach, beginning with everyday people like you and me. Through this perspective we can better appreciate the meaning of ‘big’ statistics like the estimate of the United Nations that 795 million people in the world are undernourished. What kind of lives do these individuals lead, and what is it like to go without food? We can also see that it is not just problems of hunger that food politics concerns itself with, but those relating to food safety, nutrition and livelihoods as well. Being attentive to everyday voices shows that these issues affect people in developed countries just as much as those in developing countries. Who in the world gets fed, with what, and by whom are fundamental questions that concern us all. Food shortages as a violation of citizens' rights. Statistics show that over 800 million people in the world are undernourished. This is a worldwide problem. The importance of civic participation in overcoming hunger and solving the food problem. Interesting approach to governing hunger can be seen in Brazil. Although the country was for a long time a net exporter of agricultural products, it also had huge numbers of undernourished people living within its borders. This reaffirms the point that, in and of themselves, food surpluses do not prevent hunger – even at state level. So, when the left-wing Workers’ Party was elected to power in 2003, their leader Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva made the Zero Hunger programme a cornerstone of his government’s social policy. He declared in his inauguration speech: ‘We are going to create appropriate conditions for all people in our country to have three decent meals a day, every day, without having to depend on donations from anybody’. 
Food quality, safety and political stability. A sharp deterioration in the quality of nutrition leads to severe consequences in the social and political sphere. Diseases of children as a result of malnutrition - an urgent problem. It was reported that the consumption of sugary foods and drinks had contributed to 25,000 children aged five to nine being admitted to hospital to get rotten teeth pulled out. But mostly it has focused on childhood obesity and the risk this poses for children later in life. Low wages are one of the causes of poor nutrition. Land deprivation of traditional peasants as an aggravation of the food problem.
Seminar plan 
1. The problem of global warming and the prospects for its solution by representatives of various political forces.
2. Programs to prevent the extinction of species of flora and fauna
3. Attitude towards conflicts and violence by representatives of different theories of international relations.
Topics of essays and reports 

1. Activities of international organizations to overcome hunger.
2. Lack of drinking water as an international problem.
3. Discrimination and inequality in foreign and domestic policy.
Tasks for individual work
1. Analyze the position of theories of international relations to the global problems of today: global warming; extinction of species of flora and fauna; conflicts and violence; discrimination and inequality; lack of water, food, housing.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Johanna Mendelson Forman, Tara Sonenshine. (2014). What can food teach us about global conflicts and creative diplomacy? ‘The Globalist’, March 2,https://www.theglobalist.com/food-foreign-policy-diplomatic-cuisine/
The Most Violated Human Right Worldwide: the Right to Food. (2018). New Global Society Report launched on the eve of the World Food Day 2018, 12 OCT.https://www.csm4cfs.org/violated-human-right-worldwide-right-food/
The Right to Food. (2022). ‘International Human Rights Instruments’, https://cwp-csp.ca/poverty/human-rights-violation/the-right-to-food/
Research Opportunities Concerning the Causes and Consequences of Child Food Insecurity and Hunger: A Workshop Summary. (2013). Committee on National Statistics; Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education; Food and Nutrition Board; National Research Council; Institute of Medicine.

Washington (DC): National Academies Press (US), Dec 23, https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK201387/
Jessica Duncan & Priscilla Claeys. (2018). Politicizing food security governance through participation: opportunities and opposition, Springer Link, 26 November, https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12571-018-0852-x
Abdullah, Wang Qingshi, Muhammad Akbar Awan and Junaid Ashraf. (2020). The Impact of Political Risk and Institutions on Food Security, Current Research in Nutrition and Food Science, http://www.foodandnutritionjournal.org/volume8number3/the-impact-of-political-risk-and-institutions-on-food-security/
Topic 29. Conflict - agreement in the theory of international relations

We often hear that we live in a world where power and wealth are increasingly decentralised. The world is indeed changing, in some cases rapidly. Despite this, there has been one constant since the end of the Second World War – the United States of America (US) has been the dominant military and economic power in the world and the manager of global security. The phrase ‘Pax Americana’ can therefore be used to describe an era without major war post-1945, overseen by the stabilising force and military might of the United States. IR calls actors that are noticeably above others in military and economic terms ‘hegemons’. While there have certainly been regional hegemons in the past, there has never been a global hegemon in known history – until now. Today, the bulk of the citizens of earth would surely be able to identify the sitting American president by name, or at least recognise their face. This cannot be said for any other leader. Many debates in International Relations circle around the question of whether such a situation is desirable or sustainable. In order to address these debates, it is important to assess how dominant the United States is and whether the situation is likely to continue. As we ponder this we must also understand that a debate is underway not just internationally but also within American society over whether it should continue to play a global role. This lecture explores such questions in a direct and sometimes provocative way: the eventual answers, whatever they may be, will determine the next era of international relations. We should therefore not shy away from pondering the implications of a world beyond Pax Americana.
Seminar plan 
1. Conflicts and peace in the context of realism.

2. Liberalism about the possibility of international conflicts and maintaining peace.

3. Explanation of the problems of war and peace in the theory of constructivism.

Topics of essays and reports 

1. Political thought on the problems of conflict and peace from the standpoint of Critical Theories.
2. Global leadership: trends and contradictions.
3. How do you see the ideal of a global leader?
Tasks for individual work
1. Analyze the attitude to conflict and agreement in the theories of realism and liberalism.
2. The position of constructivism towards consociative and civil society in conflict resolution.
3. The problem of the arms race in the modern world.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Cerny H. (2021). Conflict and Security. Videos,https://www.northumbria.ac.uk/study-at-northumbria/courses/ma-international-relations-conflict-and-security-amsterdam-dtfzrc6/
Anders Wivel. (2018). Realism and Peaceful Change. E-International Relations, February 9,https://www.e-ir.info/2018/02/09/realism-and-peaceful-change/
Hamza Jehangir (2012). Realism, Liberalism and the Possibilities of Peace. “E-International Relations”, 19.02,https://www.e-ir.info/2012/02/19/realism-liberalism-and-the-possibilities-of-peace/
Ricardo Real P. Sousa. (2018). The Context of Conflict Resolution - International Relations and the Study of Peace and Conflict.Working Paper CEsACSG 164/2018, Lisbon school of Economics Management. 58p.,https://www.repository.utl.pt/bitstream/10400.5/14751/1/wp164.pdf
Friedrich Kratochwil. (2017). Constructivism, 24 May,https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190228637.013.120
Topic 30. Analysis and forecasting in the theory of international relations

Forecasting has always been a central aspiration in the study of international relations. Early efforts to develop a “science of politics” typically emphasized the ability to anticipate future events as a key advantage. The behavioral revolution likewise gave strong prominence to the positivist equivalence between explaining phenomena and the ability to predict. However, despite many programmatic statements, predictions have largely remained aspirations until relatively recently. Our understanding of the issue is that it is necessary to take into account the commitment of interacting international actors to one ideology or another, take into account their resources and mental connection. The  desire  to  govern  the  future through science arose in parallel to the rise of the modern nation state and a more technocratic and scientific approach to public administration in the nine-teenth  century.  With  the  dawn  of  modernity,  foreseeing  and  preparing  for possible future developments became a key task for policy-makers, bureau-crats and scholars alike. To govern the future, both with regard to long-term strategic planning and the prevention of and preparation for  unforeseeable  ruptures  and  crises,  can  be  seen  as  the  political  task  par  excellence for today’s states. Science and politics are no easy bedfellows, however. This is largely due to the different knowledge conceptions that are at work in the two fields, or what Maasen and Weingart describe as ‘knowing’ vs. ‘deciding’: The mode of science is oriented to the continuation of systematic know-ledge production, to learning and, thus, to the questioning of existing know-ledge. The mode of politics, by contrast, is oriented to the closure of public conflicts through compromise, using knowledge strategically as it unfolds. As a consequence, the knowledge that is produced in science is not necessarily the same as that required by politics. In addition, there is a disparity in the temporal orientation of decision-makers and scholars. Adam describes this as a disjuncture between ‘the futurity of social life’ (and one might add: futurity of political life) and ‘the present and past-based empirical study’ of this life in the social sciences and history (Adam 2010: 362).  Gavin  provides  a  similar  explanation  to  describe  why  decision-makers rarely draw upon the conclusions provided by historians: ‘Forced to make diffi-cult choices under enormous time pressures, government officials want “usable” knowledge that provides guidance for making the best decisions. Understand-ably, they seek certainty, particularly about the future, and are grateful for clear-cut rules and parsimonious explanations’ (Gavin 2008: 163; also Brands 2017). And  yet,  perhaps  paradoxically,  we  observe  growing  demand  for  and interest in governing and probing the future at the intersection of politics and academia today.
Seminar plan 
1. Governing and Probing the Future.
2. Prediction and forecasting: general and distinctive.
3. Predicting nuclear weapons proliferation.
Topics of essays and reports 

1. Features of forecasting the development of international relations with the help of synergetics.
2. Features of the technology of using the "method of two axes" to forecast the future, which awaits the international union of states.
3. Forecasting civil war and political violence.
Tasks for individual work
1. The main stages of development of research on forecasting conflicts and peace in international relations.
2. How do financial market players and regulators cope in environments rife with risks and uncertainties?
3. Future thinking and cognitive distortions.
List of recommended literature for the topic
Andreas Wenger, Ursula Jasper, Myriam Dunn Cavelty. (2020). The politics and science of prevision. ETH Zurich: Routledge, 2 June, 272p. https://www.taylorfrancis.com/chapters/oa-edit/10.4324/9781003022428-2/governing-probing-future-andreas-wenger-ursula-jasper-myriam-dunn-cavelty?context=ubx&refId=9beb120a-bb36-4249-afe7-a21a90a4b777
Adam, B. (2010) ‘History of the Future: Paradoxes and Challenges’, Rethinking History 14(3): 361–378.
Michael,  M.  (2017)  ‘Enacting  Big  Futures,  Little  Futures:  Toward  an  Ecology  of Futures’, The Sociological Review 65(3): 509–24.

Seefried,  E.  (2015) Zukünfte:  Aufstieg  und  Krise  der  Zukunftsforschung  1945–1980, Berlin: De Gruyter Oldenbourg.
Landwehr, A. (2018) ‘Zukunft – Sicherheit – Moderne: Betrachtungen zu einem unklaren Verhältnis’, in C. Kampmann, A. Marciniak and W. Meteling (eds) Security Turns Its Eye  Exclusively  to  the  Future:  Zum  Verhältnis  von  Sicherheit  und  Zukunft  in  der  Geschichte, Baden-Baden: Nomos, 37–56.

Henne, S., Kampmann, C., Marciniak, A. and Meteling, W. (2018) ‘Security Turns Its Eye  Exclusively  to  the  Future:  Zum  Verhältnis  von  Sicherheit  und  Zukunft  in  der Geschichte’, in C. Kampmann, A. Marciniak and W. Meteling (eds) Security Turns Its Eye  Exclusively  to  the  Future:  Zum  Verhältnis  von  Sicherheit  und  Zukunft  in  der  Geschichte, Baden-Baden: Nomos, 9–36.

Maasen, S. and Weingart, P. (2005) ‘What’s New in Scientific Advice to Politics? Intro-ductory Essay’, in S. Maasen and P. Weingart (eds) Democratization  of  Expertise?  Exploring Novel Forms of Scientific Advice in Political Decision-Making, Dordrecht: Springer, 1–19.
Brands, H. (2017) ‘Why Scholars and Policymakers Disagree’, The  American  Interest, 5 June, Online. Available: www.the-american-interest.com/2017/06/05/why-scholars-and-policymakers-disagree (accessed 17 July 2019).

Gavin, F. J. (2008) ‘History and Policy’, International Journal 63: 162–77.

Williams,  M.  J.  (2008)  ‘(In)Security  Studies,  Reflexive  Modernization  and  the  Risk Society’, Cooperation and Conflict 43(1): 57–79.
Schwartz, P. (1991) The Art of the Long View: Planning for the Future in an Uncertain World, New York: Doubleday.

Bell, W. (1997) Foundations of Futures Studies, New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers.

Horton, A. (1999) ‘A Simple Guide to Successful Foresight’, Foresight 1(1): 5–9.

Voros, J. (2003) ‘A Generic Foresight Process Framework’, Foresight 5(3): 10–21.

Hideg, É. (2007) ‘Theory and Practice in the Field of Foresight’, Foresight 9(6): 36–46.

Georghiou,  L.,  and  Keenan,  M.  (2005)  ‘Evaluation  of  National  Foresight  Activities: Assessing  Rationale,  Process  and  Impact’, Technological  Forecasting  and  Social  Change 73(7): 761–777.

Da Costa, O., Warnke, P., Cagnin, C. and Scapolo, F. (2008) ‘The Impact of Foresight on Policy-Making: Insights from the FORLEARN Mutual Learning Process’, Technology Analysis and Strategic Management 20(3): 369–87.

Volkery, A. and Ribeiro, T. (2009) ‘Scenario Planning in Public Policy: Understanding Use, Impacts and the Role of Institutional Context Factors’, Technological Forecasting and Social Change 76: 1198–207.

Navah, M., Versluis, E. and van Asselt, M. B. A. (2013) ‘The Politics of Risk Decision-making: The Voting Behaviour of the EU Member States on GMOs’, in M. B. A. van Asselt, E. Versluis and E. Vos (eds) Balancing  between  Trade  and  Risk:  Integrating  Legal and Social Science Perspectives, London: Earthsan, 128–46.

Cuhls, K. (2003) ‘From Forecasting to Foresight Processes: New Participative Foresight Activities in Germany’, Journal of Forecasting 22: 93–111.

Bradfield,  R.,  Wright,  G.,  Burta,  G.,  Cairns,  G.  and  van  der  Heijden,  K.  (2005)  ‘The Origins  and  Evolution  of  Scenario  Techniques  in  Long  Range  Business  Planning’, Futures 37: 795–812.
Althaus C. E. (2005) ‘A Disciplinary Perspective on the Epistemological Status of Risk’, Risk Analysis 25(3): 567–88.

Aven, T. (2012) ‘The Risk Concept – Historical and Recent Development Trends’, Reli​ability Engineering and System Safety 99: 33–44.

Rose, N. (2001) ‘The Politics of Life Itself’, Theory, Culture and Society 28(6): 1–30.

Giddens, A. (1991) Modernity  and  Self-identity, Cambridge: Polity Press.
Bernstein, P. L. (1998) Against the Gods, New York: John Wiley & Sons.

Garland,  D.  (2003)  ‘The  Rise  of  Risk’,  in  R.  Ericson  and  A.  Doyle  (eds) Risk  and  Morality, Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 48–86.

Aradau, C., Lobo-Guerrero, L. and van Munster, R. (2008) ‘Guest Editors’ Introduction’, Security Dialogue 39(2–3): 147–54.
Ewald, F. (2002) ‘The Return of Descartes’s Malicious Demon: An Outline of a Philo-sophy of Precaution’, in T. Baker and J. Simon (eds) Embracing Risk, Chicago: Chicago University Press, 273–301.

Giddens, A. (1992) ‘Risk, Trust, Reflexivity’, in U. Beck (ed.) Risk  Society:  Towards  a  New Modernity, New Delhi: Sage. 

Beck, U. (1992) Risk Society: Towards a New Modernity, New Delhi: Sage.

Daase, C. and Kessler, O. (2007) ‘Known and Unknowns in the “War on Terror”: Uncer-tainty and the Political Construction of Danger’, Security Dialogue 38(4): 411–34.
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